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GOV: MIFFLIN’S MESSAGE, 1792. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

Gentlemen of the House of Lepresentatives. 

The flourishing condition of Pentisylvania continues 
to afford a subject for congratulation. As an iridividual 
state, she is happy in the accumulating blessings of her 
agriculture, her commerce, and her citizens; while, as a 
conspicdotis member of the Union; she shares, in an 
eminent degree, the honour and credit which the na- 
tional character has attained. Whether, indeed; we 
take a retrospective view of the contest and distress, 
from which we have ourselves but recently escaped; or 
contemplate the calamities to which the nations of Eu- 
rope are at the present period exposed, the compara- 
tive happiness of America scarcely lezves the patriotic 
mind occasion for a wish, independent of the safety and 
preservation of the source from which it flows. 

_ Witha due respect to the benevolent dispensations of 
Providence, I think we cannot e7r in ascribing the pros- 


a a 


PHILADELPHIA, SEPT. 29, 1828. 








ee a ne ee Se 


NO. 38; 
Beas Se 2 Le 











| of the general goyerriment, though distirct, are not ad- 
| verse, and that their iriterests, throught whatever chan- 
| nels they may pass; must be the same. But, in making 
an enquiry how far the citizens of Pennsylvania have 
been concerned iri any riotous or violent optosition, it is 
just to observe, that | have found the instances of out- 
rage but few; that the offenders have generally been 
prosectited; and that in every case of a prosecution, le- 
gally supported, conviction and punishment have en- 
sued. The documents or which this information is 
founded, (together with the various other papers to 
wliich I may refer,) will be presented to your consideta- 
tion: and while, with great satisfaction, lL leave to thé 
courts of justice, the vindication of the laws from posi- 
tive insult and infraction, I implicitly rély on the aid of 
your example and advice, to allay the spirit of discon- 
tent, to cultivate the :neans of harmony, and to excite a 
merited confidence in the medsares of the general go- 
ment. Se 
There ate not wanting, gentlemen, strong and inte: 
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perity of our country to the frame and operation of her | resting motives for the suppression of domestic contro/ 
political institutions. In the origin and construction of | vétsiés. Since the settlement cf America so powerful 
most governments, the traces of accident and force are | and so hostile a combination of the Indian tribes has not 
obvious, and the principles of equality and freedom | appeared, as that which now menaces the Western fron- 
seem to be studiously resisted; but this remark serves | tiers of the United States. Whatever may have been the 
only to enhance the value of the example which Ame- | origin of the contest; the danger is common, and thé 
rica presents, and to endear to her citizens the reftec- | common force of the Union-is necessary to the defence. 


tion, that the constitution of the Union (as well as the 
constitutions of the respective states) is the genuine off- 
spring of reason, deliberation, and independence, form- 
ed by the wisdom, and established by the virtue; of the 
people. 

While, however, I deliver this short, but just enco- 
mium upon the nature of our federal compact, and ac- 
knowledge, with ardour, that the voice of the people 
can alone give a legitimate existence to government, 


permit me, gentlemen, to take this public opportunity | 


of adding a truth, equally manifest and important, that 
obedience to the regular exercise of constitutional au- 
thority, can alone render a free government beneficial 
and permanent. In granting the power to legislate, the 
people virtually engage, that acts of legislation shall be 
held sacred: the constitution, and the Jaws made under 
it, are therefore alike the evidences of the publi¢ will, 
though expressed by different organs; and every un- 
authorized opposition to either, must be considered, in 
effect, as a raising of the hand in contradiction to the 
tongue. 

Iam persuaded that, uniting with me in lamenting 
the existence of any cause which can lead to observa- 
tions of this kind, you will peruse with pain « communi- 
cation which the President of the United States has made, 
and the copy of the proclamation isstted by him, in conse- 

uence of certain regular and refractory proceedings 
that have taken place in particular parts of some of the 
states; contravening the operation of the acts of Con- 
gress, for raising a revenue upon spirits distilled within 
the territory of the Union. As far as it is in my power 
I have cheerfully endeavoured to promote the object of 
the measure which the President has pursued on this oc- 
casion, and indeed I shall always deem it an honourable 
and pleasing part of the duties of my office, to inculcate 
a strict and faithful attention to our federal obligations. 
For I am sensible, that the jurisdictions of the state, end 

Vou. IE. 24 


| tt is the duty, therefore, and doubtless the desire, of 
‘those who are engaged in the administration of the 
general government, to afford protection co-extensively 
| with their jurisdiction. But still we are left to lament 
that Pennsylvania, from local circumstances, may o¢ca- 
| sionally become the seat of the war, and surely a tribaté 
| of sympathy is peculiarly due to such of our fellow citi- 
| zens as are constantly exposed to the ravages of a bar- 
barous enemy. The provision which, under the influ- 
ence of this sentiment, was made at the last session of 
the General Assembly, for co-operating with the force 
of the Union, in protecting our western frontiers, was’ 
regarded as a salutary proof of legislative attention and 
liberality. Endeavouring, on my part, to give to the 
| execution of the law a despatch and effect corréspond- 
|ing with the design of the Legislature, I appointed the 
| officers of the three companies, and issued instructions 
| for the proper enlistment, the very day on which the act 
| was passed; and, as-a, sufficient number of riftes could 
not immediately be procured to arm the corps, I bortow- 
led from the Secretary at War a temporary supply of 
muskets, to be delivered from the magazine of the 
United States in Pittsburg, authorizing, at the same 
time, an allowance to be made to every man who should 
bring his own rifle into the service. 
This establishment, commanded with ability and a¢- 
tuated with zeal, proved, I am informed, very advan- 
tegeous, though, in the opinion of many of the citizens, 
its duration was too limited. Hence the most pressing 
solicitations were made, either to prevent the disband- 
ing of the men at the expiration of the period of their 
enlistment, or to supply their place by a competent draft 
| from the militia of the neighbouring counties. With 
the former of these propositions, I did not think myself 
empowered to comply; and, in complying with the’ lat- 
| ter, T expressly stipulated, that, as soon as the troops of 
‘the United States had assembled in sufficient foree ov 
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information could not be furnished, so as to enable all of 


a them to repair to Harrisburg at the time prescribed by 
and all military proceedings under my instructions dis- | the act of Congress for the discharge of their duty. 


continued. You will be happy to find, from the repre- | Under these circumstances, and with a view, if possible, 
sentation of several of the lieutenants, that this has al- | to prevent the state from being deprived of the exercise 
ready been the case; but the statements that I have di- | of one of her most important federal rights, I consulted 
rected to be presented to you, will show the necessity | the Judges of the Supreme Court, the President of the 
of making a further provision to defray the expcuses in- | first district, and the Attorney General, respecting the 
curred for those occasional militia services, which the | conduct, which the law required, or authorized, to be 





the frontiers, to answer a reasonable expectation of 
protection and defence, the militia should be discharged, 





emergencies of the country have rendered unavoidable. 





Among the many important matters, that will now 
present themselves to your view, the act of Congress for 
establishing an uniform militia throughout the United 
States, claims an early attention, as the principal ar- 
rangements, which require the interference of the state 
legislature, are directed to be completed within one year 
after the piasing of that act. In order to prevent delay, 
and to facilitate your labours, I have taken measures for 
procuring a general enrolment of the inhabitants of the 
commonwealth, according to the description and regu- 
lations of the first section of the law; and the Secretary 
will lay the returns of the proper officer before you, as 
soon as they are received. 

For another object of a federal nature, permit me, gen- 
tlemen, again to solicit a candid, a serious, andan efficient 
consideration: That Pennsylvania, during two of the 
most interesting sessions of Congress, has been curtailed 
of her just share in the federal representation, and de- 
prived -of her proportionate influence in the national 
councils, is, certainly a reflection pregnant with mortifi- 
cation, as it respects the character of the state, and with 
apprehension, as it respects her interest. But, relying 
on the wisdom of the Legislature, I forbear to offer any 
opinien upon the controverted modes of choosing our 
representatives in the senatorial branch of the general 
government; I content myself with a repetition of my 
confidence, that the principles of patriotism, as well as 
the sense of duty operate in the discussion of the sub- 
ject; and the recent opportunity which you have had, 
to acquire a knowledge of the sentiments and feelings 
of our fellow citizens, yields a perfect assurance, that 
your decision will, at this time, be satisfactory to them, 
and honourable to yourselves. 


pursued on the occasion; and, in conformity to their 
opinion, I ascertained, from the returns actually received 
on the twenty-first day of November, the fifteen candi- 
dates who had the highest number of votes; and pro- 
claimed and notified those persons as the electors duly 
chosen. I here, likewise, observe with some satisfac- 
tion, that the returns which have been delivered to me 
subsequent to the proclamation, would have produced 
no variance in the election; but I have thought it meces- 
sary to animadyert with considerable severity, on the 
official negligence, to which so painful an embarrass- 
ment was owing, and I am persuaded, that, as far as de- 
pends on the wisdom of the Legislature, its recurrence, 
at any future period, will be effectually prevented. 

I announce to you, gentlemen, with peculiar pleasure, 
the execution of the law, which provided for the re- 
demption and extinguishment of the state debts. As 
soon as overtures were made for purchasing the requi- 
site amount of the 3 per cent. stock of the United States, 
belonging to Pennsylvania, at the rate stipulated by the 
act of Assembly, I issued the regular notification to the 

| public creditors, and you will perceive, froma particu- 
| lar report of the transaction, which is prepared for your 
| information, that the sales, for this object, have amount- 
| ed to nine hundred and eighty-six thousand dollars; 
which, at the average price of 12 1-16 in the pound, has 
produced the specie sum of five hundred and ninety- 
three thousand two hundred and one dollars and one 
cent.; that the aggregate of the debts already redeemed 
amounts to the sum of five hundred and forty-eight 
thousand_nine hundred and eighty-eight dollars and 
thirteen cents; and that there remains (allowing for 
certain contingencies) in the treasury, the sum of se- 
| venty-two thousand two hundred and one dollars and 





The election for members to serve the commonwealth | fifty cents, to answer the further operation of the re- 
in the represeritative house of Congress, for the term of | demption law, and such new appropriations as you shalf 
two years, from the fourth day of March next; and the | be pleased to direct. I have found it impracticable, 


election for electors, to choose, on behalf of Pennsyl- 
vania; a President and Vice President of the U. States, 
at a. meeting appointed to be held on the first Wednes- 
day of the present month, have taken place during the 
recess of the Legislature; and copies of the proclama- 
tions issued on those occasions will inform you of the 
names of the citizens who are elected to fill the respec- 
tive offices. It is proper to accompany this communica- 


| however, on the terms prescribed, to vest any part of 
| this surplus in the stock of the bank of North America, 
| according to the view and disposition of the Legislature. 
| ‘Thus honourably disencumbered from the pecuniary 
| obligations that were i«curred in consequence of the 
' late war—the honest price of our independence—I can- 
not conceive (as I have before suggested) any situation 
of political prosperity and affluence, surpassing that 


tion with 2 statement, that irregularities have occurred | which the citizens of Pennsylvania are invited to enjoy. 
in both the elections, as to the time and manner of | From that part of the wealth of the community, which 


transmitting the returns. In the first case, the returns 
of some of the districts, not being seasonably received at 
the meeting of the judges of the election, were there- 
fore excluded from the general return of the county, 
though separately delivered at the Executive Depart- 
ment: but, whatever may be the decision of the House 
of Kepresentatives of Congress on this circumstance, it 

ives me pleasure to add, that it appears from an actual 
mspection of the documents, that the admission, or re- 
jection, of the votes contained in the separate returns, 
cannot affect the state of the election. In the second 
case, a more serious difficulty arose: by the act of As- 
sembly twelve days were allowed to the sheriffs for 
transmitting the returns of the election of electors, and 
I was enjoined, on or before the 28th of November, to 
notify the election to the several persons who should be 
duly chosen. More than twelve days having elapsed 
from the day of the election, and many of the returns 
not being received, I became apprehensive, that it 
would be impracticable to send the legal notice to the 
electors, and that if any farther delay was indulged, the 


consists in the debt of the United States, there will, not- 
withstanding the recent diminutions of the capital (re- 
ducing it to the estimated amount of about one hundred 
and sixty-seven thousand dollars in six per cents; one 
hundred and eighty-seven thousand dollars in three per 
cents; and two hundred and eighteen thousand dollars 
in deferred stock) arise an income, which, together 
with the product of the ordinary and permanent reve- 
nues, will be sufficient to defray the expenses of go- 
vernment, and to prosecute any rational objects of pub- 
lic convenience. Our unliquidated demand against the 
Union, may, at the same time, be considered, as promis- 
ing an accessicn of productive property; for, although 
nothing can be precisely ascertained in this respect, un- 
til the final settlement of all the claims of the sister 
states, the agent, on behalf of Pennsylvania, assures me, 
that our accounts bear a favourable aspect, and that he 
has reason to believe, that the principal charges which 
they exhibit, stand at present in a state of approbation. 
In addition to these funds, the arrearages of taxes 
(amounting, exclusively of the known exonerations, to 


| 


1828. } 











the sum of about five hundred and thirty-seven thou- 
sand dollars) form a considerable, though, from the na- 
ture of the subject, a temporary resource; and the opera- 
tions of the Land Office (which, since the first day of 
November 1791, have brought, of specie and certificates, 
a sum exceeding two hundred and ten thousand dollars 
into the Treasury) may be regarded with the most san- 
guine expectation of benefit and emolument. 

To cherish these resources with a prudent economy, 
and to employ them with a judicious liberality, may now 
be considered as the chief purposes of the trust, which 
our constituents have reposed In the departments of go- 
vernment. An attention to the first ofthese, will, I be- 
lieve, induce you to avoid any farther reduction of the 
principal of the public stock; and must suggest the ex- 
pediency of making some arrangement, for rendering 
the unappropriated monies, that shall, from time to 
time, accumulate in the Treasury, productive of a rea- 
sonable profit. I recommend, likewise, to your consi- 
deration, the propriety of taking additional measures 
for the collection of the arrearages of taxes, which the 
delay of every year naturally renders more difficult and 
precarious, and if the amount due from the city and the 
respective counties, were now to be cleared from the 
claims to exoneration, divided into moderate sums, and 
made payable in convenient instalments, I think the re- 
gulation would not only alleviate the burthen to the ci- 
tizens, but ensure the payment to the public. 

With respect to the second point of legislative duty, 
to which I have particularly adverted (the judicious ap- 
propriation of the public wealth) experience justifies 
me in anticipating the most satisfactory conduct. The 
improvement of the public roads, and of our inland na- 
vigation, has been, and will, no doubt, continue to be, a 
leading object; and it affords me great pleasure to en- 
courage that pursuit, by assuring you of the beneficial 
effects which it has already produced, under the auspi- 
ces of the legislature. The execution of several of the 
contracts, that were formerly mentioned, is complete; 
and the progress in many more, is very considerable; as 
will appear from the reports of the agents of informa- 
tion, which I shall direct to be transmitted to you, during 
the present session. ‘The commissioners appointed to 
view and lay out a road beginning at or near the Peach; 
bottom ferry, and running towardsthe navigable waters 
of Christiana creek; the commissioners appointed to lay 
out a road from Wilkesbarre to Wyalusing creek, and 
thence to Tioga point; and the commissioners appointed 
to lay out a road from Loyalsock creek to the one hun- 
dred and nine mile stone, have completed the tasks res- 
pectively assigned to them; and I expect soon to receive 
the surveys of the other commissioners appointed for 
similar purposes, aggreeably to the directions of the 
Act of Assembly. 

Since my last public communication, additional con- 
tracts have, likewise, been formed, for opening a road 
from Callendar’s mill over Crogham’s gap in the Blue 
mountain to West’s mill; for opening and improving a 
road from Frankstown to Conemaugh at or near the 
mouth of Stony creek, and improving the navigation of 
the river Juniata from its mouth to Aughwick falls; for 
opening and improving a road through Nicholls’ gap 
over the South mountain; for opening and improving 
that part of the road from Bedford to Pittsburg, that 
lies between M‘Connehy’s run and Loyalhanning creek; 
for opening and improving a road across the Blue moun- 
tain at Smith’s gap, between the wind-gap and the Le- 
high water-gap; for improving the navigation of the 
river Susquehanna, from Wright’s ferry to the mouth 
of Swatara creek; for opening and improving a road be- 


ginning at the west end of High street of the city of 
Philadelphia, and thence extending on the direction of 


said street about three miles and a half, through the 
county of Philadelphia and township of Blockley, to the 
line of the county of Delaware; for improving a road 
from M‘Callister’s gap to the Burnt Cabbins and Skin- 
ner’s road; for opening and improving a road from the 
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Lehigh water gap across the Matchunk mountain, to in- 
tersect the Nescopeck road made by Evan Owen; for 
improving a road in a winding ascent over Vanderen’s 
hill in Roxbury township, in the county of Philade!phia, 
agreeably to the principles of a survey and report made 
by David Rittenhouse and Thomas Hutchins, Esquires, 
in pursuance of instructions given them by the General 
Assembly, on the twenty-sixth of September 1783; for 
opening and improving a road from the mouth of Juni- 
ata river to David Miller’s on Juniata; for improving the 
road from M‘Call’s ferry on Susquehanna river, until it 
falls into the road to be laid out from Peach-bottom fer- 
ry tothe nearest navigable waters of Christiana creek, 
in the state of Delaware; for improving a road leading 
from Lancaster to Harrisburg, beginning at the Bear in 
Donnegal township, to Swatara creek in Dauphin coun- 
ty; for opening and improving a road from the east side 
of Sideling hill to the town of Bedford; for opening 














Pittsburg, that lics between Loyalhanning creek and 
the nine mile run; and for opening and improving a road 
from Mount Rock, near Carlisle, to Rankin’s ferry, on 
Susquehanna river. 

[ am informed, that the several incorporated compa- 
nies for establishing a turnpike road from the city of 
Philadelphia to the borough of Lancaster; and for open- 
ing water communications between the rivers Susque- 
hanna and Schuylkill, and between the rivers Schuylkill 
and the Delaware, have commenced their respective 
works, witha fair prospect of succe$s. And I cannot 
leave this subject, without repeating a desire, that the 
improvements in our roads and rivers may be secured; 
by arevision of the general laws that relate to them, 
and the introduction of strict and permanent rules, as 
well for keeping them in repair, as for preventing nui- 
sances and encroachments. 

As intimately connected with the order and product 
of our finances, the offices of accounts, and the Land 
Office, will, at all times, claim the particular attention of 
government. Such improvements might, I think, be 
introduced into both these departments, as would ren- 
der their transactions more convenient to the citizens, 
and more advantageous tothe public. I shall not, how- 
ever, enter into the detail, farther than to bring again to 


improving that part of the road from Bedford to 
| 


| your notice the impediments in the collection of the du- 


ty on tavern licenses; and to point out the expediency 
of placing, on a better footing, the mode of compelling 
the officers, who are entrusted with public monies, to 
| account; as it may, at present happen, that the process 
| can only be issued by those, who are, themselves, the 
| delinquents. With respect to marriage licenses, some 
| legislative sanction is certainly wanting, to render them 
either useful, as a civil regulation, or profitable, as an 
instrument of revenue. 

In bringing to your view the state of the public de- 
partments, my earnest desire, that the judiciary should 
be established upon the most eligible plan, and that eve- 
ry improvement, which experience may suggest, should 
be adopted, will, I hope, excuse my reminding you, that 
very injurious delays and disappointments arise in the 
administration of justice, within the city and county of 

oe: : . ; ; 
Philadelphia, owing, among other things, to the impos- 
sibility of obtaining the constant attendance of the As- 
sociate Justices of the Common Pleas, for the inadequate 
compensation which the law allows. The importance 
| and the multiplicity of the objects embraced by the ju- 
risdiction of that court; the great body of our fellow 
citizens, as well asthe many Solana affected by its 
decisions, and the number of sessions (including those 
of the Quarter sessions, of the Orphans’ Court, and of 
the court for the discharge of insolyent debtors) which 
its judges must unavoidably hold; are considerations, 
| that recommend the subject to a very serious attention, 
and will, no doubt, produce an effectual reform. The 
| expediency of enlarging the equitable powers of all 
| the courts, will, likewise, 1 presume, again be introdu- 
| ced into your deliberations; and, in consequence of the 
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dlissolution of the court of Admiralty, which formerly | tilential disease, who, for the very purpose of evading 
existed under the authority of the state, it is now ne- | the existing law, may be discharged within the precincts 
cessary to determine, in what manner the ship builders, | of a neighbouring state; but being, in fact, destined for 
and other persons employed in the equipment of ves- | Pennsylvania, immediately travel hither by land. The 
sels, shall proceed to obtain the benefit intended for establishment of an hospital for invalid mariners, to be 
that industrious and valuable class of citizens, by the | sapported by afund collected from the persons whose 
act which subjects the vessels and furniture to the pay- | benefit is designed, might, it is thought, be usefully con- 
ment of their demands. The materials that have been | nected with the Health Office; and seems calculated to 
collected, in pursuance of the law passed at the last ses- | engage your attention, from motives of policy as well 
sion, will enable you, before your adjournment, to gra- | as of benevolence. 

tify our constituents, by enacting a moderate, explicit, | Enquiring into the material business directed tobe 
and comprehensive table of fees; and having required | performed by the laws of the last session, you will find, 
from the respective sheriffs on account of the present | that the boundary line between the counties of Mifflin 
state of the public prisons throughout the common- | and Huntingdon, has, at length, been run; and, itis with 
wealth, I shall refer their answers, together with a very | pleasure I add, to the satisfaction of all the parties. The 
accurate and liberal report from the inspectors of the | republication of the laws of the commonwealth, during 
prisons of Philadelphia, to your wisdom and humanity; | the period prescribed by the Act, will, probably, be 
in hopes that measures may be devised to increase the | completed before your adjournment; and, according to 


security of the community, and to meliorate the condi- 
tion of the unfortunate. 

_ As education indirectly unites with the courts of jus- 
tice, in producing an habitual obedience to the authori- 
ty of the laws, and in preserving the peace and order of 
society, it will not be improper here to express a wish, 
that the establishment of public schools, contemplated 
by the constitution, may receive a favourable attention; 
for, considered merely as a matter of policy, it is better 


to prevent than to punish offences; and the diffusion of | 
knowledge, elevating the sentiments, and confirming | 


the virtue of the people, is the safest, the best instru- 
ment, that government can employ. 

It must be flattering to the judgment, and grateful to 
the humanity of the legislature, to learn, from satisfac- 
tory evidence, that the experiment in rendering the pe- 
nal laws of Pennsylvania less sanguinary, has been at- 
tended with an obvious decrease of the number and 
atrocity of offences. I shall therefore take an early op- 
portunity of communicating to you a statement of the 


facts and observations relating to the subject, which a | 


Judge of the Supreme Court (lately the Attorney Ge- | disbursements, and an estimate of the work that remains 
| to be done, the necessity there is for a further grant to 
| complete the building intended for the accommodation 
| of the President of the United States. 


| mit me to subjoin a few matters of less moment: appro- 


neral) has made, in compliance with my request, and 
which, as the result of considerable experience and de- 
liberation, merits particular regard. Such, indeed, have 
already been the wholesome effects of the new system, 
that, if, while we consider the prevention of crimes to 


be the sole end of punishment, we also admit, that every | 


punishment, which is not absolutely necessary for that 
purpose, is an act of tyranny and cruelty, it has now 
become a duty to prosecute the business of reform; and 
Iam persuaded, you will find, that, without affecting 
the just distribution of penalties in proportion to the 
respective transgressions, 3 mitigation of punishment 
may be safely, and even beneficially, extended to ma- 
ny, if not to ail, of the offences, except high treason and 
murder, for which the law still denounces the forfeiture 
of life. 

You will perceive, from documents that will be laid 
before you, that the constitution of the office of the 
wardens of the port, requires a radical revision; and that 
regulations are necessary to obviate the cause of certain 
disputes, which have recently taken place between the 
merchants and the pilots, respecting the pay of the lat- 
ter; and the continuance of which might have proved 
prejudicial to the trade of Philadelphia. I am not ap- 
prised how far Congress has it in contemplation to legis- 
jate on these subjects; but lest you should deem it ex- 
pedient to exercise your power over them immediately, 
I have procured, in aid of your enquiries, a statement 
of the pilotage allowed at some of the principal ports 
within the United States. 

The Health Office becomes, also, more and more im- 
portant, as our cominerce extends, and the emigrations 
to America increase. In addition, therefore, to my for- 
mer representations, I am led to observe, that inconve- 
niences, which have been actually felt, point out the 


of 


the report of the Surveyor General, the lottery for in- 
demnifying those claimants, whose lots fell in the tenth 
district of the donation lands, has been regularly drawn; 
but a legislative explanation will be required, to enable 
the land officers to carry into effect the design of the 
Act, in favour ofsuch persons as have not heretofore filed 
their claims. 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 


You will receive, in the reports of the proper officers, 
a particular statement of the various objects that require 
a pecuniary provision for the ensuing year. Besides an 
appropriation forthe computed expenses of government, 
(amounting to about ninety thousand dollars) there will 
be wanting a sum of seven thousand and thirty eight 
dollars and ninety six cents, to discharge the certificates 
issued for those debts, which have been liquidated du- 
ring the recess of the legislature, but for the payment 
which, no fund has hitherto been designated. 
The extra expenses incurred for militia services on our 
western frontier, will, Iam persuaded, be cheerfully 
defrayed; and you will find, from the account of the 


To these, per- 


priations for making some requisite improvements in the 
gun powder magazine, and storing the public arms; for 
reimbursing the pay of supernumerary clerks, unavoida- 
bly employed by the treasurer, in expediting the subscrip- 
tion to the loan proposed by the U. States; for satisfying 
a small claim made by Corn-Planter, on account of two 
horses that were taken, as he alleges, by certain citizens 
of Pennsylvania from the Seneca nation; and for de- 
fraying the contingent expenses of the executive de- 
partment. 

Pursuing the judicious conduct which has heretofore 
been adopted, with respect to our finances, directions 
will, I presume, be given for destroying a considerable 
sum of the bills of credit of the years 1781 and 1785, 
that is now accumulated in the treasury; but as ¢ontri- 
butions in taxes, or purchases at the land office, are the 
only means, at present, provided for the final redemp- 
tion of those emissions, I submit to your wisdom the ex- 
pediency of ordering an actual and immediate payment; 
from which (you will, probably, think with me) the 
faith of the commonwealth will derive additional honor; 


| the land office (except in absorbing an inconsiderable 


residuum of the unfunded depreciation certificates) will 
be free from embarrassment; and the system which shall 
be formed for collecting the arrearages of taxes, may 


| be rendered more simple in its structure, and more cer- 


tain in its operations. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 
It will be necessary, during the present session, to 





necessity of a provision to prevent, in future, the intro- | provide for taking the enumeration of the taxable inha- 
duction of emigrants, and others, infected with any pes- | bitants of the state, agreeably to the direction of the 
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fourth section of the first article of the constitution; and 
as the Jaw regulating bankruptcy expires on the first 
day of January next, that subject will likewise claim 

ourattention. The effect of our bankrupt system has 

itherto, I am assured, been greatly beneficial, as well 
in relieving debtors from the pressure of insupportable 
misfortunes, as in securing the property of persons in 
embarrassed circumstances, for the purpose of making 
an equitable distribution among their creditors. In the 
number of two hundred and nineteen commissions that 
have issued, only two instances of a prosecution for non- 
conformity or perjury have occurred: while (as it is re- 
presented to me) almost all the bankrupts have, since 
their discharge, become useful members of society; and 
some of them have honourably paid their pre-contract- 
ed debts. Under these circumstances, you will, proba- 
bly, conceive, that the public good may be promoted 
by the continuance of the law; at least, till Congress 
has instituted some general regulation to supply its uses. 

The act for transferring the powers of the late Su- 
preme Executive Council to the present executive, and 
the act to regulate the exportation of potash and pearl- 
ash, will terminate with the present session. The sus- 
pension of a part of the law respecting the fisheries in 
the river Codorus, will cease on the ensuing fifth of 
March; and should you determine upon holding only 
one session during the present General Assembly, seve- 
ral other acts, on account of their limitation, will claim 
ashare in your deliberations. Permit me to take this 
‘opportunity, likewise, to bring into consideration the 
expediency of reviving the act, which empowered the 
justices of the supreme court to supply defects in the 
titles to land, occasioned by the loss of deeds, or other 
casualties; and to inform you, that the maps of Pennsyl- 
wania, which have been delivered by Reading Howell, 

eably to law, are deposited in the secretary’s office, 
to be disposed of as you shall please to direct. 

From the length of the Jate recess of the legislature, 
and a desire to furnish a comprehensive view of the af- 
fairs of the commonwealth, my present communications 
have been rendered thus particular; but, Iam happy, 
gentlemen, that, amidst the multiplicity of objects which 
are stated, there will be found ample encouragement 
for prosecuting, with your usual zeal, the task, which 
the confidence of our fellow citizens has assigned to 
you. Asfarasthe executive trust extends, you. may, 
likewise, rely on my earnest co-operation, to improve 
and perpetuate the reputation and happiness of our 
country. 

THOMAS MIFFLIN. 

Philadelphia, Dee. 7, 1792. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Thursday evening, September 16th, 1828. 


At a stated meeting held this evening, 

Mr. Donaldson presented a petition from the Presi- 
dent and Board of Delegates of the Fire Association, 
praying for the passage of an ordinance more effectually. 
to prevent the injury done to the hose by horses and 
carriages passing over them in time of fires. Referred 
to committee on Fire Companies. 

Mr. Keyser, from the Committee on Fire Companies, 
presented the following reports. 

The Committee on Fire Companies beg leave respect- 
fullysto report to Councils, that they have examined the 
various Engines, Apparatus, &c. of the Fire Companies 
entitled to the appropriation made by Councils for their 
use, and have apportioned the sums according to the ac- 
companying list, viz. 





ENGINES. Hoss. 
Assistance - ~- $173 | Columbia - $201 
Columbia - - 170| Diligent -~ - 115 
Delaware - - 173| Fame - - - 201 
Diligent - - 217 | Good Intent - 201 
Good Will - - 170| Hope -_ =- - 201 
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Harmony - - 164{Neptune - - 201 
Hibernia - += 166] Philadelphia - - 227 
Hope - += 140] Phenix RSs 3 
Hand-in-hand -  - 137 | Perseverance - - 201 
Philadelphia : 227 | Resolution - - . 201 
Pennsylvania - - 227|Southwark - - 201 
Reliance -— - 174 | Washington - 201 
Resolution - - 165 — 
Vigilant - - 174 $2378 
Washington - - 145 2822 
$2622 $5000 


A certified copy of which has been handed to the 
Mayor, agreeably to the provisions of the Ordinance. 

‘The committee on Fire Companies, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of the Hope Fire Engine Company, 
for aid to rebuild their Engine, 

Report, That the principles heretofore adopted by 
Councils upon which aid has been extended to the Fire 
Engine and Hose Companies of the city, make it inex- 
pedient to grant the prayer of the petitioners. 

And they offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Linn presented the following: 

The committee on the Survey of the River Schuylkill 
report— 

That they have under the resolutions of Councils of 
August 14, 1828, secured the copy right of the Survey 
of the River Schuylkill to the Mayor, Aldermen, and ci- 
tizens of Philadelphia, and that they have authorized 
the Wardens of the Port of Philadelphia to procure and 
place (at the expense of the Corporation) the Pointers 
and Buoys for the better navigation of said river, that 
they have contracted with Mr. Benjamin Tanner to en- 
grave and furnish, within one month, 500 copies of the 
Survey of said River, returning draft and plate, for the 
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars. $150 00 

The expense of Pointers and Buoys 80 00 

Fees at District Court to secure copy right 1 20 

There will be some petty expenses, adver- 

tismg, &c. - - = oe 3 80 


$225 00 
Making a deficit of $35 in the appropriation which 
arises from the absolute necessity of placing a buoy at 
the mouth of the river to designate the bar. As to 
sinking a hulk in the false channel, the Wardens deem 
it not only inexpedient, but a dangerous experiment. 
Mr. Lowber, from the committee to have a new di- 
gest of the ordinances prepared, reported that they had 


; engaged Mr. Clement S. Miller to perform that task, 


which was now completed, and that the books were 
ready for delivery. . 

It was resolved that a copy of the digest be present- 
ed to each of the adjoining corporations, and that after 
each member of Council and each officer of the city is 
supplied with a copy, the remaining copies be placed 
under the care of the Library committee. 

Mr. Smith presented the following: 

The committee to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry persons residing in the lower part of the city, 
praying that Pine street wharf should be made a steam- 
boat landing: 

Report, That they have had the subject referred to 
them under their consideration, and have endeavoured 
to procure a part of the wharf adjoining, to the south, 
for the purpose of increasirg: the front, but have not 
been successful, in consequence of a price being asked 
for it, which we would not recommend Councils to give. 

As the season is too far advanced to commence the 
work, with a prospect of finishing it before winter, and 
there are some doubts whether the front of the street 
would be sufficient for the purpose of a steam boat 
wharf, your committee respectfully recommend that the 
subject may be deferred for further consideration. 
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The Committee was discharged. 

The committee on Sassafras Wharf, reported a reso- 
lution directing the city commissioners again to adver- 
tise Sassafras street wharf for lease, for a steam boat 
landing or commercial purposes. Adopted. 

A report was received from the Mayor, Recorder, 
and City Regulators, stating that it was inexpedient to 
make any alteration in the established regulation of Pine 
and Thirteenth streets. Approved. 

The committee appointed to cause means tg be taken 
to raise the sloop that was sunk in the Delaware, report- 
ed that several unsuccessful efforts had been made to 
accomplish this object. The committee hope to be 
able to make a final report at the next meeting. 

The committee of Ways and Means, having had re- 
ferred to them a communication from the city commis- 
sioners, wherein they state that the sum appropriated 
for new paving for the present year is exhausted, and 
also that the appropriation for digging down streets and 
carrying off stagnant water is also exiausted. 

Your committee deem it proper to remind Councils, 
that when the appropriations for the present year were 
made, Councils were aware of the fact, that the sum of 
thirty thousand dollars then appropriated would fall 
far short of accomplishing the whole of the new paving 
then ordered to be done, (the estimated expense of 
which was forty-six thousand four hundred and sixty 
three dollars) and not knowing what other paving 
would be ordered to be done the present year, Councils 
deemed it more expedient to appropriate the sum of 
thirty thousand dollars as aforesaid, rather than the 
whole sum estimated; preferring to raise the same 
amount of taxes this year; and unwilling to increase 
them beyond the sum raised for last year; and believing 
our fellow citizens would be much better reconciled 
with this course, Councils thought it more expedient to 
resort to a loan to meet the demands on our Treasury 
which our appropriations were not adequate to supply. 
Since the report of the Paving Committee was made 
and adopted, and on which the aforesaid estimate was 
made, Councils have directed additional new paving 
to be done and which was not included in the original 
estimate, amounting by estimation to thirteen thousand 
four hundred and thirty-seven dollars, and making the 
whole amount of new paving for the present year, to 
cost fifty-nine thousand nine hundred dollars. ‘There 
was appropriated for digging‘'down unpaved streets and 
carrying off stagnant water for the present year, six 
thousand dollars, since which Councils have ordered 








very considerable digging of streets and opening of wa- | 


ter courses along the Schuylkill and elsewhere. Your 
committee would state a fact which is well known to 
Councils, as well as to our fellow citizens generally, 
that the improvements both permanent and temporary 
made within our city for the last three years, has far ex- 
ceeded those of any similar period within our recollec- 
tion; and therefore it is confidently hoped they have 
met, and will meet the approbation of those for whose 
benefit they have been made, as they are our only plea 
for having expended so much of their money. 

Your committee respectfully submit to Councils the 
accompanying bili for the accomplishment of the objects 
of said communication. 

AN ORDINANCE 
To supply deficiencies in the appropriations of the pre- 
sent year, viz. 

Section ]. Be it ordained and enacted by the citizens 
of Philadelphia, in Select and Common Councils assem- 
bied, That the Mayor be, and he is hereby authorized 
to raise by loan, for the use of the city, on the best terms 
that he can obtain, and at arate of interest not excecd- 
ing five per centum per annum, payable half yearly, on 
the first day of January and the first day of July, the 
sum of thirty-two thousand four hundred dollars, for 
which certificates of one hundred dollars each shall be 
jesued, in the usual form; the said loan to be redeemable 
on the first day of January, in the year one thousand 
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and fifity-nine, and not before, unless with the consent of 
the holders of said certificates, which shall be transfera- 
ble in like manner with other certificates of city debt; 
and any premium which may be obtained on said loan 
shall be placed to the credit of the Sinking Fund. 

Sect, 2. And be it further ordained and enacted by 
the authority aforesaid, that of the sums to be raised, 
twenty-nine thousand nine hundred dollars be placed to 
the credit of Appropriation No. 1, for New Paving of 
the present year, two thousand five hundred dollars to 
Appropriation No. 2, for repaving unpaved streets, and 
carrying off stagnant water. 

A bill reported by the committee was passed, fixing 
the regulation at the corner of Broad and Market streets, 
agreeably to the following report: 

Report of the Mayor, Aldermen, and City Regulators 
on the subject: 


To the Select & Common Cosel of the City of Phila- 
delphi 


The undersigned, Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and 
City Regulators, 

Respectfully represent, 

That in fixing the regulation of ascents and descents 
in High and Broad streets, through Penn square, a smal! 
alteration in the established regulation of High street 
from Thirteenth to Juniper; of Juniper, from Olive to 
Filbert, and of Filbert street from Thirteenth to Broad 
street, appeared to be indispensably necessary, as the 
same is described and set forth in the plan accompany- 
ing this report, by which alterations the inconvenience 
of gutters crossing High and Broad streets within the 
above limits will be wholly avoided, and the public con- 
venience greatly increased, without any injury to private 
property. All which is respectfully submitted. 

The following petition was received from the Fire 
Association. 

To the Select & Common Comments of the City of Phila- 

delphia. 

The Memorial of the Subscribers, by direction and on 
behalf of the Delegates to the Fire Association of 
Philadelphia, 

Respectfully sheweth, 

That the practice of Waggons, Carriages, Drays, Carts, 
‘and other Vehicles, in passing over the Hose, belong- 
| ing to the different Fire Institutions, in time of actual 
| service, has been attended with serious injury to the 

Hose and Screws; and much expense for repairs. 

The Delegates of the Association, sensible, that every 
| disposition existed in the Corporations of the City and 
Districts, to afford protection to the Fire Department, 
in the preservation of their property from injury, du- 
ring the time it is devoted to the service of the Public: 
instructed the President and Secretary of the Board, to 
present a Memorial to your Corporation, soliciting the 
passage of an Ordinance, for the effectual prevention of 
injuries, of the character complained of. 

Trusting to your wisdom, for the early passage of such 
laws, as will remedy the grievance, we remain, respect- 
fully, your friends, 

RICHARD PRICE, 

President of the Board of Delegates, to the Fire Asso- 

ciation. 

W. R: Maxrrerp, Secretary. 

Phil. Gaz. 


CLIMATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
The following very interesting essay on the climate of 


this state, was first published in 1789, and afterwards 
improved in 1805. It contains a collection of facts— 
which will always be valuable in any future attempts to 
uscertain the changes which are continually occurring 
in this climate, from various causes. Since this essay 
was written, it is supposed some changes have already 
taken place, which it is our intention at some future 
period to notice, when we are better furnished with facts, 
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and with which facts we will be glad to be supplied by | 


any gentleman possessing them. | 


Account 4 the climate of Pennsylvania, and its infiuence | 
upon the human body. From medical enquiries and | 
chiventions By Benjamin Rush, M. D. Professor of 
Chemistry in the University of Pennsylvania. 

The state of Pennsylvania lies between 39° 45’ 25” 

and 42° north latitude, including, of course, 2° 16/ 35” 

equal to 157 miles, from its southern to its northern 

boundary. ‘The western extremity of the state is in the 

longitude of 5° 23’ 40”, and the eastern, in that of 27’ 

from the meridian of Philadelphia, comprehending, in 

a due west course, 311 miles, exclusive of the territory 

lately purchased by Pennsylvania from the United States 

of which, as yet, no accurate surveys have been obtain- 
ed. The state is bounded on the south by part of the 
state of Delaware, by the whole state of Maryland, and 
by Virginia to her western extremity. The last named 
state, the territory lately ceded to Connecticut, and Lake 

Erie, (part of which is included in Pennsylvania) form 

the western and north western boundaries of the state. 

Part of the state of New York, and the territory lately | 

ceded to Pennsylvania, with a part of Lake Erie, com- | 

pose the northern, and another part of New York, with 

a large extent of New Jersey (separated from Pennsyl- 

vania by the river Delaware) compose the eastern boun- 

daries of the state. The lands, which form these boun- 
daries (except a part of the states of Delaware, Mary- 

land, and New Jersey) are in a state of nature. A 
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miles, north and south, along the Delaware, and above 
half a mile, due west, towards the Schuylkill, to which 
river the limits of the city extend; the whole including 
a distance of two miles from the Delaware. The land 
near the rivers, between the city and the conflux of the 
rivers, is, in general, low, moist, and subject to be over- 
flowed. The greatest part of it is meadow grotind.— 
The land to the northward and westward, in the vicinity 
of the city, is high, and, in general, well cultivated — 
Before the year 1778, the ground between the present 
improvements of the city, and the river Schuylkill, was 
covered with woods. These, together with large tracts 
of wood to the northward of the city, were cut down 
during the winter that the British army had possession 
of Philadelphia. I shall hereafter mention the influence, 
which the cutting down of these woods, and the subse- 
quent cultivation of the grounds in the neighbourhood 
of the city, have had upon the health of its inhabitants. 

The mean height of the ground, upon which the city 
stands, is about forty feet above the river Delaware.— 
One of the longest and most populous streets in the ci- 
ty, rises only a few feet above the river. The air is 
much purer at the north, than at the south end of the 
city; hence the lamps exhibit a fainter flame inits south- 
ern than in its northern parts. 

The tide of the Delaware seldom rises more than six 
feet. It flows four miles an hour. The width of the 
river, near the city, is about a mile. 


The city, with the adjoining districts of Southwark 
and the Northern Liberties, contains between forty and 


large tract of the western, and north eastern parts of | fifty thousand inhabitants. 


Pennsylvania, is nearly in the same uncultivated situa- 
tion. 

The state of Pennsylvania is intersected and diversi- 
fied with numerous rivers and mountains. To describe, | 
or even to cnumerate them all, would far exceed the li- 


will be sufficient only to remark, that one of these riv- | 
ers, viz: the Susquehanna, begins at the northern boun- | 
dary of the state, twelve miles from the river Delaware, | 
and winding several hundred miles through avariegated | 
country, enters the state of Maryland on the southern | 


From the accounts which have been handed down to 
us by our ancestors, there is reason to believe, that the 
climate of Pennsylvania has undergone a material change. 


| Thunder and lightning are less frequent: the cold of 


: ; | our winters, and the heat of our summers, are less uni~ 
mits I have proposed to this account of our climate. It eee : 


form, than they were forty or fifty_years ago. Nor is* 
this all: the springs are much colder,'and the autumns 
more temperate, than formerly, insomuch that cattle are 
not housed so soon, by one month, as they were in for- 
mer years. Within the last eight years, there have beer 


fine,. Mty-cigit miles westward of Philadelphia; that | exceptions to part of these obgervations. The winter 


each of these rivers is supplied by numerous streams of | 


of the year 1779-80, was uniformly and uncommonly 


; g ; : 'cold. The river Delaware was frozen near 
various sizes; that tides flow in parts of two of them, | ozenncar three monte, 


viz. in the Delaware and Schuylkill; that the rest rise 
and fall alternately in wet and dry weather; and that 
they descend with great rapidity, over prominent beds 
of rocks in many places, until they empty themselves 
into the bays of Delaware and Chesapeake on the east, 
and into the Ohio on the western parts of the state: 

The mountains form a considerable part of the state 
of Pennsylvania. Many of tlem appear to be reserved, 
as perpetual marks of the original empire of nature in 
this country. The Allegheny, which crosses the state 
about two hundred miles from Philadelphia, in a north, 
inclining to an east course, is the most considerable and 
extensive of these mountains. It is called by the In- 
dians, the backbone of the continent. Its height, in 
different places, is supposed to be about one thousand 
three hundred feet from the adjacent plains. 

The soil of Pennsylvania is diversified, by its vicinity 
to mountains and rivers. The vallies and bottoms con- 
sist of a black mould, which extends from a foot to four 
feet indepth. But, in general, a deep clay forms the 
surface of the earth. Immense beds of limestone lie 
beneath this clay, in many parts of the state. ‘This ac- 
count of the soil of Pennsylvania is confined wholly to 
the lands on the east side of the Allegheny mountain. 
The soil, on the west side of this mountain, shall be de- 
scribed in another place. 

The city of Philadelphia lies in the latitude of 39° 
57’, in longitude 75° 8’ from Greenwich, and fifty five 
miles west from the Atlantic ocean. 

It is situated about four miles due north from the con- 
flux of the rivers Delaware and Schuylkill. The build- 
ings, which consist chiefly of brick, extend nearly three 


during this winter; and public roads, for waggons and 
sleighs, connected the city of Philadelphia, in many pla- 
(ces, with the Jersey shore. The thickness of the ice in 
| the river, near the city, was from sixteen to nineteen 
\inches, and the depth of the frost in the ground was 
| from four to five feet, according to the exposure of the 
| ground and the quality of the soil. This extraordinary 
| depth of the frost in the earth, compared with its depth 


|in more northern and colder countries, is occasioned by 
| the long delay of snow, which leaves the earth without 
| a covering, during the last autumnal and the first winter 
|months. Many plants were destroyed by the intense- 
ness of the cold, during that winter. The ears of horn- 
| ed cattle, and the feet of hogs exposed to the air, were 
frost bitten; squirrels perished in their holes, and par- 
tridges were often found dead in the neighbourhood of 
farm houses. In January, the mercury stood for seve- 
ral hours at 5° below o, in Fahrenheit’s thermometer; 
and during the whole of this month, (except on one 
day) it never rose, in the city of Philadelphia, to the 
freezing point. 


The cold, in the winter of the year 1783-4, was as in- 
| tense, but not so steady as it was in the wirter that has 
been described. It differed from it materially in one 
particular, viz. there was a thaw in the month of Janua- 
ry, which opened all our rivers for a few days. 

The summer which succeeded the winter of 1779-80, 
was uniformly warm. ‘The mercury in the thermometer 
during this summer, stood on one day, the 15th of Au. 
gust, at 95° and fluctuated between 93° and 80% for ma_ 
ny weeks. ‘Fhe thermometer, in every reference, that 
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has been, or shall be made to it, stood in the shade in 
the open air. 

{ know, it hasbeen said by many old people, that the 
winters in Pennsylvania are less cold, and the summers 
less warm, than they were forty or fifty yearsago. The 
want of thermometrical observations, before and during 
those years, renders it difficult to decide this question. 
Perhaps the difference of clothing and sensation between 
youth and old age, in winter and summer, may have 
laid the foundation of this opinion. I suspect, the mean 
temperature of the.air in Pennsylvania has not altered; 
but that the principal chase in our climate consists in 
the heat and cold being less confined, than formerly, 
to their natural seasons. I adopt the opinion of Dr. 
Williamson*, respecting the diminution of the cold in 
the southern, being occasioned by the cultivation of the 
northern parts of Europe; but no such cultivation has 
taken place in the countries, which lie to the north west 
of Pennsylvania; nor do the partial and imperfect im- 
provements, which have been made in the north west 
parts of the state, appear to be sufficient to lessen the 
cold, even. in the city of Philadelphia. I have been 
able to collect no facts, which dispose me to believe, 
that the winters were colder before the year 1740, than 
they have been since. Inthe memorable winter of 1739- 
40, the Delaware was crossed on the ice in sleighs, on 
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dissolved away so gradually, as scarcely to injure a bridge 
oraroad. On the 28th of February, the Delaware was 
navigable, and on the 2d of March no ice was to be seer 
in it. 

| Having premised these general remarks, I proeeed to 
observe, that there are seldom more than twenty or 
thirty days, in summer or winter, in Pennsylvania, 
in which the mercury rises above 80° in the former, or 
fall below 30° in the latter season. Some old-people 
have remarked, that the number of extremely cold and 
warm days, in successive summers and winters bears an 
exact proportion to each other. This was strictly true 
in the years 1787 and 1788. 

The warmest part of the day in summer is at 2 o’ciock 
in ordinary, and three in the afternoon, in extremely 
warm weather. From these hours, the heat gradually 
diminishes till the ensuing morning. The coldest part 
of the four and twenty hours is at the break of day. 
There are seldom more than three or four nights in a 
summer, in which the heat of the air is nearly the same 
as in the preceding day. 

After the hottest days, the evenings are generally 
agreeable and often delightful. The higher the mer- 
cury rises in the day time, the lower it falls the sueceed- 
ing night. The mercury from 80° generally falls to 66; 
| while it descends, when at 60° only to 56°. This dis- 








the 5th of March, old style, and did not open till the | proportién between the temperature of the day and 
13th of the same month. The ground was covered, | night, in summer, is always greatest in the month of Au- 
during this winter, with a deep snow; and the rays of | gust. The dews, at this time, are heavy, in proportion 


the sun were constantly obscured by a mist, which hung 
in the upper regions of the air. In the winter of 1779- 
80, the river was navigable on the 4th of March; the 
depth of the snow was moderate, and the gloominess of 
the cold was sometimes suspended, for a few days, by a 
cheerful sun. From these facts, it is probable, the win- 
ter of 1739-40, was colder than the winter of 1779-80. 


The winter of 1804-5, exhibited so many peculiarities | 


that it deserves ad place in the history of the climate of 
Pennsylvania, The navigation of the Delaware was 
obstructed on the 18th December. The weather par- 
took uf every disagreeable and distressing property of 
every cold climate on the globe. These were intense 
cold, deep snows, hail, sleet, high winds and heavy rains. 
They generally occurred in succession, but sometimes 


most of them took place in the course of four and twen- | 


ty hours. A serene and star light eygning, often pre- 
ceded atémpestuous day. Tne mercury stood for 
many days, in Philadelphia, at 4° and 6° above o in Fa- 
renheit’s thermometer. The mediumdepth of the snow 
was too feet, but from its fall being accompanied with 
high winds, its height, in many places, was three and 
four feet, particularly in roads, which it rendered so im- 
passable, as to interrupt business and social intercourse, 
in many parts of the state. From the great depth of 
the snow, the ground was so much protected from the 
cold, that the frost extended but six inches below the 
surface. The newspapers daily furnished distressing 
accounts of persons perishing with the cold by land and 
water, and of shipwrecks on every part of the coast of 
the United States. Poultry were found dead or with 
frozen feet in their coops in many places. 

This intense cold was not confined to Pennsylvania. 
In Norfolk, Va. the mercury stood at 18° above ° on 
the 22d January. At Lexington, Ky. it stood at o on 
the 21st of the same month. 

In Lower Canada, the snow was7 feet in depth, which 
is three feet deeper than in common years—and such 
was the quantity of ice collected in the northern seas, 
that a ship was destroyed and several vessels injured by 
large masses of it floating between the 41 and 42 deg. 
of north latitude. 

Great fears were entertained of an inundation in Penn- 
sylvania, from a sudden thaw of the immense quantities 
of snow and ice that had accumulated during the win- 
ter, in every part of the state; but happily they both 


ee 


* American Philosophical Transactions, vol. II. 





| to the coolness of the evening. They are sometimes so 
considerable, as to wet the clothes; and there are in- 
stances, in which marsh meadows, and even creeks 
'which have been dry during the summer, have been 
| supplied with their usual water, from no other sources 
| than the dews which have fallen in this month, or in the 
‘first weeks of September. 
| There is another circumstance connected with the one 
_just mentioned, which contributes very much to miti- 
| gate the heat of summer; and that is, it seldom continues 
'more than twoor three days, without being succeeded 
_by showers of rain, accompanied soinetimes by thunder 
and lightning, and afterwards by a north-west wind, 
which produces a coolness of the air, that is highly in- 
| vigorating and agreeable. ‘ 
The warmest weather is generally in the month of 
July. But intensely warm days are often felt in May, 
June, August and September. Inthe table of the wea 
ther for the year 1787, there is an exception to the first 
of these remarks. It shows that the mean heat of Au- 
gust was greater by a few degrees than that of July. 
The transitions from heat to cold are often very sud- 
den, and sometimes to very distant degrees. After a 
‘day in which the mercury has stood at 86° and even 90°, 
it falls in the course ofa single night to the 65th, and 
‘even to the 60th degree, insomuch that fires have been 
| found necessary the ensuing morning, especially if the 
‘change in the temperature of the air has been accompa- 
‘nied by rain and.a south-east wind. In a summer month 
in the year 1775, the mercury was observed to fall 20° 
‘in an hour and ahalf. There are few summers in whielr 
| fires are not agreeable during some parts of them. | My 
ingenious friend Mr. David Rittenhouse, whose talent for 
‘accurate observation extends aiike to all subjects, in- 
‘formed me, that he had never passed a summer during 
his residence in the country, without discovering frost iw 
‘every month of the year, except July. sa 
The weather is equally variable in Pennsylvania dur- 
‘ing the greatest part of the winter, The mercury fell 
‘from 37° to 44° below 0, in four and twenty hours, 
‘between the fourth and fifth of February 1788. In this 
season nature seems to play at cross-purposes; heey 
| falls of snow are often succeeded by a great thaw whic 
frequently in a short time leaves no vestige of the snow, 
ithe rivers Delaware, Schuylkill, and Susquehanna, have 
sometimes been frozen, so as to bear horses and cat~ 
|riages of all kinds, and thawed so as to be passable in 
| boats, two or three times in the course of the same wia- 
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ter. The ice is formed for the most part in a gradual 
manner,and seldom till it has been previously chilled by a 
fall of snow. Sometimes its production is more sudden. 
On the 31st of December 1784, the Delaware was com- 
pletely frozen over between ten o’clock at night and 
eight the next morning, so as to bear the weight of a 
man. An unusual vapour like a fog was seen to rise 
from the water, in its passage from a fluid to a solid state. 


This account of the variableness of the weather in 
winter, does not apply to every part of Pennsylvania. 
There is aline, about the 41% of the state, beyond which 
the winters are steady and regular, insomuch that the 
earth there is seldom without a covering of snow during 
the three winter months. In this line the climate of 
Pennsylvania forms a union with the climate of the east- 
ern and northern states. 


The time in which frost and ice begin to show them- 
selves in the neighbouruood of Philadelphia, is gene- 
ral'y about the latter end of October or the beginning 
of November. But the intense cold seldom sets in 
till about the 20th or 25th of December: hence the com- 
mon saying, ‘as the day lengthens, the cold strengthens.’ 
The coldest weather is commonly in January. The na- 
vigation of the river Delaware, after being frozen, is 
seldom practicable for large vessels, before the first week 
in March. 


As in summer there are often daysin which fires are 
agreeable, so there are sometimes days in winter in 
which they are disagreeable. Vegetation has been ob- 
served in all the winter months. Garlic was tasted in 
butter in January 1781. The leaves of the willow, the 
blossom of the peach tree, and the flowers of the dan- 
delion and the crocus were all seen in February 1779; 
and I well recollect, about thirty two years ago, to have 
seen an apple orchard in full bloom, and small apples on 
many of the trees, in the month of December. 


A cold day in winter is often succeeded by a moderate 
evening. The coldest part of the four and twenty hours 
is generally at the break of day. 

In the most intense cold which has been recorded in 
Philadelphia, within the last twenty years, the mercury 
stood at 5° below o. But it appears from the accounts 
published by Messrs. Mason and Dixon, in the 58th vo- 
lume of the transactions of the Royal Society of Lon- 
don, that the mercury stood at 22° below o on the 2d of 
January 1767, at Brandywine, about thirty miles to the 
westward of Philadelphia. They inform us, that on the | 
first of the same month the mercury stood at 20°, and 
on the day before at 7° below 0. 1 have to lament that 
I am not able to procure any record of the temperature | 
of the air in the same year in Philadelphia. From the | 
variety in the height, and quality of the soil, and from | 
the difference in the currents of winds, and the quanti- | 
ties of rain and snow which fall in different parts of the | 











state, it is very probable this excessive cold may not | 
have extended thirty miles from the place where it was 
perceived. . 

The greatest degree of heat upon record in Philadel- 
phia, is 95°. 

The standard temperature of the air in the city of | 
Philadelphia, is 524°; which is the temperature of our 
deepest wells, as also the mean heat of our common 
spring water. : 

The spring in Pennsylvania is generally less pleasant, 
than in many ether countries. In March, the weather is 
stormy, variable, and cold. In April, and sometimeés in 
the beginning of May, it is moist, and accompanied by 
a degree of cold which has been called rawness, and 
which, from its disagreeable effects upon the temper, 
has been called the sirocco of this country. From the 
variable nature of the weather in the spring, vegetation 
advances very differently in different years. The ¢old- 
ef the spring, the more favourable it proves to the fruits 
of the earth. The hopes of the farmer from his fruit 
trees, ina warm spring, are often blasted by a frost in 
April and May. A fall of snow is remembered with re- 
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gret, by many of them, on the niglit between the third 
and fourth of May, inthe year 1774. Also on the morn- 
ing of the 8th May, 1803. Such was its quantity on the 
latter day, that it broke down the litnbs of many poplar 
trees. ‘This effect was ascribed to its not being accom 
panied with any wind. The colder the winter, the great- 
er delay we observe in the return of the ensuing 
spring. 

Sometimes the weather, during the spring rhonths; is 
cloudy and damp, attended occasionally with a gentle 
fall of rain, resembling the spray from a cataract of wa- 
ter. A day of this species of weather is called, from its 
resemblance to a damp day in Great Britain, “an Eng- 
lish day.”? This damp weather seldom continues more 
than three or four days. The month of May, 1786, will 
long be remembered, for having furnishéd a very uncom: 
mon instance of the absence of the sun for fourteen days, 
and of constant damp or rainy weather. 


The month of June is the only month in the year 
which resembles a spring month in the southern coun- 
tries of Europe. The weather is then generally tem- 
perate, the sky is serene, and the ¥erdure of the coun- 
try is universal and delightful. 


The autumn is the most agreeable season of the year 
in Pennsylvania. The cool evenings and mornings, 
which generally begin about the first week in Septem- 
ber, are succeeded by a moderate température cf thé 
air during the day. ‘This species of weather continues 
with an increase of cold scarcely perceptible, till the 
middle of October; when the autumn is closed by rain, 
which sometimes falls in such quantities as to preduce 
destrictive freshes in the rivers and creeks, and sofne- 
times descends in gentle showers, which continue with 
oc¢easional interruptions by a few fair days, for two or 
three weeks. hese rains are the harbingers of thé 
winter, and the Indians have long sgo taught the inhabi- 
tants of Pennsylvania, that the degrees of cold daring 
the winter, are in proportion to the quantity of rain 
which falls during the aututnn.} 

From this account of the temperatire of the air in 
Pennsylvania, it is evident that there are seldom moré 
than four months in which the weather is agreeable 
without a fire. 


In winter, the winds generally come from the north 
west in fair, and from the north east in wet weather. — 
The north west winds are uncommonly dry as well as 
cold. It is in consequence of the violent action of thesé 
winds that trees have uniformly a thicker and more com- 
pact bark on their northern, than on the sottheri expo- 
sures. Even brick houses are affected by the force and 
dryness of these north west winds; hence it is much 
more difficult to demolish the northern than the south- 
ern walls of an old brick house. This fact was commu- 


| nicated to me by an eminent bricklayer in the city of 


Philadelphia. 





¢ Icannot help agreeing with Mr. Kirwan in one of 
his remarks upon the science of meteorology in the pre- 
face to his estimate of the temperature of different lati- 
tudes. ‘*This science, (says he) if brought to perfec- 
tion, would enable us at Jeast to foresee those changes 
in the weather, which we could not prevent. Gréat as 
is the distance between such knowledgé, and our own 
present attainments, we have noreason to think it abové 
the level of the powers of the human mind. The mo- 
tions of the planets must have appeared as perplexed 
and intricate to those who first contemplated them; yet 
by persevering industry, they aré now known to the ut- 
most precision. ‘The present is (as the great Leibinitz 
expresses it) in every casé pregnant with thé future, and 
the connexion must be found by long and attentive ob- 
servation.” 

The influence which the perfection of this science 
must have upon health, agriculture, navigation andcom 
meree, is tuo obyious te be mentioned. 
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The winds in fair weather in the spring, and in warm 
weather in the summer, blow from the south west and 
from west north west. The raw air before mentioned, 
comes from the north east. The south west winds like- 
wise usally bring with them those showers of rain in 
the spring and summer, which refresh the earth. They 
moreover moderate the heat of the weather, provided 
they are succeeded by a north west wind. Now and 
then showers of rain come from the west north west. 

There is a common fact connected with the account 
of the usual winds in Pennsylvania, which it may not be 
improper to mention in this place. While the clouds 
are seen flying from the south west, the scud, as it is 
called, or a light vapour, is seen at the same time flying 
below the clouds from the north east. 

The moisture of the air is much greater than formerly, 
occasioned probably by the exhalations, which in former 
years fell in the form of snow, now descending in the 
form of rain. The depth of the snow is sometimes be- 
tween two and three feet, but in general it seldom ex- 
ceeds between six and nine inches. 

Hail frequently descends with snow in winter. Once 
in four or five years large and heavy showers of hail fall 
in the spring and summer. ‘They generally run in nar- 
row veins (as they are called) of thirty or forty miles 
in length, and two or three miles in breadth. The hea- 
viest shower of hail thatis remembered in Philadelphia, 
did not extend in breadth more than half a mile north 
and south. Some of the stones weighed half an ounce. 
The windows of many houses were broken by them.— 
This shower fell in May 1783. 

From sudden changes in the air, rain and snow often 
falltogether, forming what is commonly called sleet. 

In the uncultivated parts of the state, the snow some- 
times lies on the ground till the first week in April. The 
backwardness of the spring has been ascribed to the 
passage of the air over the undissolved beds of snow 
and ice which usually remain, after the winter months 
are past, on the north west grounds and waters of the 
state, and of the adjacent country. 

The dissolution of the ice and snow in the spring, is 
sometimes so sudden as to swell the creeks and rivers in 
every part of the state to sucl a degree, as not only to 
lay waste the hopes of the husbandman from the pro- 
duce of his lands, but in some instances to sweep his 
barns, stables, and even his dwelling house into their 
currents.* The wind, during a general thaw, comes 
from the south west or south east. 





* The following account of the thaw of the river 
Susquehanna, in the spring of 1784, was published by 
the author in the Columbian Magazine for November, 
1786. It may serve to illustrate a fact related formerly 
in the history of the winters in Pennsylvania, as well as 
to exhibit an extraordinary instance of the destructive 
effects of a sudden thaw. 

“The winter of 1783-4, was uncommonly cold, inso- 
much that the mercury in Farenheit’s thermometer stood 
several times at 5° below o. ‘The snows were frequent; 
and, in many places, from two to three feet deep, dur- 
ing the greatest part of the winter. All the rivers in 
Pennsylvania were frozen, so as to bear waggons and 
sleds with immense weights. In the month of January 
a thaw came on suddenly, which opened our rivers so 
as to set the ice a-driving, to use the phrase of the coun- 

. Inthe course of one night, during the thaw, the 
wind shifted suddenly to the north west, and the wea- 
ther became intensely cold. The ice, which had float- 
ed the day before, was suddenly obstructed; and in the 
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BATTLE OF TRENTON. 


Extract from a History of the American Revolution, from 
the Pennsylvania Journal, of 1781. 


‘« The affairs of America now wore a serious aspect. 
New York, with several posts in the neighbourhood, 
and a considerable part of New Jersey, were in posses- 
sion of the enemy. The American army bad lost during 
the campaig'n near five thousand men by captivity and 
the sword; and the few remaining regular troops, 
amounting only to 2000 men, were upon the eve of 
being disbanded; for as yet the enlistments were for the 
short term of only one year. General Howe had can- 
toned his troops in several villages on the Delaware, in 
New Jersey. His strongest post was at Trenton. It 
consisted of 1200 Hessians under the command of Col. 
Roll. General Washington occupied the heights on the 
Pennsylvania side of the river, in full view of the enemy. 
A few cannon shot were now and then exchanged 
across the river, but without doing much execution on 
either side. ‘The two armies Jay in these positions for 
several weeks. In the mean while the spirit of hberty, 
inflamed by the recital of the ravages committed in New 
Jersey by the British army, began to revive in every 
part of the continent. Fifteen hundred associators, for 
as yet most of the states were without militia laws, 
marched from the city of Philadelphia to reinforce the 
expiring army of Gen. Washington. This body of men 
consisted chiefly of citizens of the first rank and character 
in the state. They had been accustomed to live in all the 
softness that is peculiar to the inhabitants of large cities. 





the falls which occur near the mouth of the river. The 
ice in many places, especially where there were falls, 
formed a kind of dam, of a most stupendous height.— 
About the middle of March, our weather moderated, 
anda thaw became general. The effects of it were re- 
markable in all our rivers; but in none so much as in 
the river I have nientioned. I shall therefore endeavor 
ina few words to describe them. Unfortunately the 
dais of ite did not give way all at once, northose which 
lay nearest to the mouth of the river, first. While the 
upper dams were set afloat by the warm weather, the 
lower ones, which were the largest, and in which, of 
course, the ice was most impacted, remained fixed. In 
consequence of this, the river rose in a few hours, in 
many places, above thirty feet; rolling upon its surface 
large lumps of ice, from ten to forty cubic feet in size. 
The effects of this sudden inundation were terrible. — 
Whole farms were laid under water. Barns—stables— 
horses—cattle—fences—mills of every kind, and in one 
instance, a large stone house, forty by thirty feet, were 
carried down the stream. Large trees were torn up by 
the roots—several small islands covered with woods, 
were swept away, and not a vestige of them was left be- 
hind. On the barns which preserved their shape, in 
some instances, for many miles were to be seen living 
fowls; and, in one dwelling, a candle was seen to burn 
for some time, after it was swept from its foundation.— 
Where the shore was level, the lumps of ice, and the 


| ruins of houses and farms, were thrown a quarter of a 


mile from the ordinary height of the river. In some in- 
stances, farms were ruined by the mould being swept 
from them by the cakes of ice, or by depositions of sand; 
while others were enriched by large depositions of mud. 
The damage, upon the whole, done to the state of Penn- 
sylvania by this fresh, was very great. In most places 


| it happened in the day time, or the consequence must 


| have been fatal to many thousands. 
river Susquehanna, the obstructions were formed in | 


**| know of but one use that can be derived from re- 


those places where the water was most shallow, or where | cording the history of this inundation. In case of si- 


it had been accustomed to fall. 


This river is several | milar obstructions of rivers, from causes such as have 


hundred miles in length, and from half a mile toa mile | been described, the terrible effects of their being set in 


and a half in breadth, and winds through a hilly, and in 


many places 2 fertile and highly cultivated country. I 


has as vet a most difficult communication with our Days 


motion by means of a general thaw, may in part be ob- 
viated, by removing such things out of the course of the 


vater and ice, as are within our power; particularly cat- 


and the sea, occasioned by the number and height of | tle, hay, grain, fences, and farming utensils of all kinds.’” 
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verity of the winter checked their ardor in the cause of 


their country. The wealthy merchant and the journey- 
man tradesman, were seen marching side by side, and 
often exchanged the contents of their canteens with 
each other.* This body of troops was stationed at Bris- 
tol under the command of General Cadwalader. On the 
evening of the 25th of December, General Washington 
marched from his quarters with his little army of regu- 
Jar troops to M‘Konkie’s ferry with the design of sur- 
prising the enemy’s post at Trenton. He had previous- 
ly given orders to General Ewing, who commanded a 
small body of the militia of the Flying camp, to cross the 
Delaware below Trenton, so as to cut off the retreat of 
the enemy towards Bordentown. He had likewise ad- 
vised General Cadwalader of his intended enterprise, 
and recommended it to him at the same time to cross 
the river at Dunk’s ferry, three miles below Bristol, in 
order to surprise the enemy’s post at Mount Holly. Un- 
fortunately the extreme coldness of the night increased 
the ice in the river to that degree that it was impossible 
for the militia to cross it either in boats or on foot. After 
struggling with the season, till near day-light, they re- 
tuctantly abandoned the shores of the Delaware and re- 
turned to their quarters. General Washington, from 
the peculiar nature of that part of the river to which he 
directed his march, met with fewer obstacles from the 
ice, and happily crossed the river about day light. He 
immediately divided his little army, and marched them 
through two roads towards Trenton. 
six. miles. 


the picket guard of the enemy. It was commanded by 


a youth of eighteen, who fell in his retreat to the main | 


body. At half an hour after eight o’clock the town was 
nearly surrounded, and all the avenues to it were seized, 
except the one which was left for General Ewing to oc- 


cupy. An accident here had like to have deprived the | 
The | 
commanding officer of one of the divisions sent word to | 


American army of the object of their enterprise. 


General Washington just before they reached the town, 
that his ammunition had been wetted by ashower of 
sain that had fallen in the morning, and desired to know 
what he must do. The Commander-in-Chief with the 
coolness and intrepidity that are natural to him in action, 
sent him word to ‘‘ advance with fixed bayonets.” This 
laconic answer inspired the division with the firmness 
and courage of their leader. The whole body now 
moved onwards in sight of the enemy. An awful si- 
Jence reigned through every platoon. Each soldier 
stepped as if he carried the liberty of his country 
upon his single musket. The moment was a critical 
one. The attack was begun with artillery under the 
command of Colonel afterwards General Knox. The 
infantry supported the artillery with spirit and firmness. 
It was now the tears and prayers of the sons and daugh- 
ters of liberty found acceptance in the sight of heaven. 
The enemy were thrown into confusion in every quar- 
ter. One regiment attempted to form in an orchard, 
but were?soon forced to fall back upon their main body. 
A company of them took sanctuary in a stone house 
which they defended with a field piece judiciously post- 
ed in the entry ofthe house. Captain, afterwards Colo- 
nel Washington, (a relation of the General’s) was or- 
dered to dislodge them. He advanced with a field 
piece, but finding his men exposed to a close and 
steady fire—he suddenly leaped from them, and rushing 
into the house seized the officer by the collar who had 
the command of the gun, and claimed him as his prison- 
er. His men followed him, and the whole company 
were immediately made prisoners of war. The captain 
received a ball in his hand in entering the house. In the 


* It is remarkable that out of these fifteen hundred 
citizens of Philadelphia, there died with sickness only 
one man during a six weeks tour of duty. Few veteran 
troops perhaps ever endured more from cold, hunger, 
watching, and fatigue, than this corps of city militia. 
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But neither the hardships of a military life, nor the se- | 


The distance was | 
About eight o’clock an attack was made on | 
g 


| idea. 
| of several of the states. 
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| mean while victory declared itself every where in favour 
of the American arms, and General Washington re- 
ceived the submission of the main body of the enemy by 
/means of a flag. The joy of the American troops-can 
| more easily be conceived than described. This was the 
first important advantage they had gained over the ene- 
my in the course of the campaign, and its consequences 
were at once foreseen upon the affairs of America, 
Grest praise was given to the behaviour of both officers 
and soldiers sy General Washington, after the battle, in 
his letter to Congress. The Philadelphia light horse 
distinguished themselves upon this occasion, by their 
bravery and attention to duty. ‘They were the more 
admired for their conduct, as it was the first time they 
had ever been in action.* The loss of the enemy 
amounted tu near one hundred in killed and wounded; 
among the former was their commander, Colonel Roll— 
Above one thousand prisoners were taken, together 
with six field pieces, and a considerabir quantity of 
camp furniture of all kinds. Private baggage was imme- 
diately rendered sacred by a general order. About one 
hundred of the enemy escaped by the lower road to 
Bordentown. ‘The American army had several privates 
/and only one officer wounded. After having refreshed 
| themselves, and rested a few hours in Trenton, they re- 
| turned with their prisoners and other trophies of victory 
| to the Pennsylvania side of the river by the same way 
| they came, with the loss of only three men, who perish- 


' 


| ed with the cold in re-crossing the river, an event not to 
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| be wondered at, when we consider that many of them 


were half naked, and most of them bare-footed.” 
* 7 . * * + 


* Both the friendsand enemies of America dwell upon 
the events of the winter of 1776-7, as forming a kind of 
crisis in the affairs of this country. It has been said on 
the one side, that the indolence and avarice of General 
Howe, and on the other side, that the river Delaware 
by checking his march to Philadelphia, proved the 
means of protracting the war, and finally of establishing 
the independence of America. But I cannot admit this 
I confess that a panic had seized the inhabitants 
But the people of New Eng- 
land shared no part of it, The spirit of New York was 
high, in consequence of the retreat of General Burgoyne 

from ‘Ticonderoga. The back counties of Pennsylvania 

inhabited by a race of hardy republicans, were put in 
| motion by the spirited harangues of General Mifflin; who 
| was sent among them for that purpose by the Congress, 

Volunteers daily crowded to the American standard 
_ from Delaware, Maryland, and the most remote parts of 

Virginia. Even the upper counties of New Jersey still 

held their arms in theirhands. A body of six hundred 
| choice spirits assembled at Morristown, under the com- 
| mand of Colonel Ford, a militia officer, and effectually 
| checked the progress of the enemy in that part of the 
state. Added to this, the Congress was composed of 
'men of the first rank for abilities and fortune in the 
| country, and possessed in the highest degree the confi- 
| dence and even the affections of the people. The pa- 
| per money continued to circulate with very little depre- 
| ciation. No associations were formed any where to as- 


* An anecdote is mentioned of Samuel Morris, Esq. 
‘the captain of the troop of horse in this action, which 
| though it discovers his inexperience of war, does singu- 
lar honour to hishumanity. In advancing towards the 
| town he came up to the Hessian lieutenant who com- 
| manded the picket guard. He lay mortally wounded, and 
| weltering in his blood, in the great road. The captain 
| was touched with the sight, and called to Gen. Greene 

to know if nothing could be done for him. ‘The general 

bid him push on, and take no notice of him. The cap- 

tain was as much agitated with the order, as he was af- 

fected with the scene before him, and it was not till after 

the fortunate events of the morning were over, that he 

was convinced that his sympathy for a bleeding enemy 
| was ill timed. 
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sist the enemy, and not a defection was heard of to them | in the charter of liberties, upon considcration of the 
except of Joseph Galloway and a few others, who were | premises; and that the proprietary and governor may 
driven rather by fear, from the rising spirit of their coun- | testify his great willingness to comply with that which 


trymen, than allured by the power or progress of the | may be most easy and pleasing, he is willing that it be 
British arms. Had General Howe taken Philadelphia | enacted: 


in December 1776, I believe it would have precipitated 
his destruction. 


And be it enacted, by the proprietary and governor, 


We are to distinguish in the political | by and with the unanimous advice and consent of the 


as well as in the natural body between the strength of a| freemen of this province, and territories thereunto be- 


constitution being exhausted, and only oppressed. Ame- 
rice experienced only a fainty fit. Her resources were 
stil unimpaired, Her manners were still simple; and 
her virtue truly republican. It is true, the brilliant affair 
of Trenton had an amazing effect upon the counsels 
and arms of America, as well as upon the spirits of the 
pears; but similar exertions were produced by the un- 
ortunate catastrophe of Charleston in the year 1780. I 
cannot believe that the liberties and independence of 
the United States have ever been in danger from the 
power of Britain. The contrary opinion is degrading to 
the understandings of the friends and leaders of the Re- 
volutign, and justifies all the prejudices and fears of the 
disaffected. A republic can only be conquered by it- 
self.” 





ACT OF SETTLEMENT MADE AT CHESTER, 
; 1682, 


Whereas, William Penn, Proprietary and Governor of 
the Province of Pennsylvania & ‘Territories thereunto be- 
longing,hath out of his great kindness and goodness to the 
inhabitants thereof, been favourably pleased to give and 
grant unto them a charter of liberties & privileges, dated 
the twenty fifth day of the second month,one thousand six 
hundred and eighty two: by which charter itis said, the 
government shail consist of the governor and freemen 
of the said province, in the form of a provincial coun- 
cil and general assembly; and that the provincial coun- 
cil shall consist of seventy two members, to be chosen 
by the freemen; and that the general assembly may, the 
first year, consist of the whole body of the freeholders, 
and ever after of an elected number, not exceeding two 
hundred persons, without the consent of the provincial 
council and general assembly: and such assembly to sit 
yearly on the twentieth day of the third month, as in 
the first, second, third, sixth, fourteenth and sixteenth 
articles of the charter, reference being thereunto had, 
doth more at large appear. 

And forasmuch as this charter was the first of those 

robationary laws, that were agreed to and made by and 
Cues the proprietary, and governor, and freemen in 
England, that were purchasers in this province, which 
said laws, in the whole and in every part thereof were 
to he submitted to the explanation and confirmation of 
the first provincial council and general assembly that 
was to be held in this province, as by the title and first 
Jaw of the said agreement doth plainly appear. 

And whereas, the proprietary and governor hath, ac- 
cording to thst charter, issued out writs to the respec- 
tive sheriffs of the six counties of this province, to sum- 
mon the freemen thereof, to choose in each county 
twelve persons of most note for their sobriety, wisdom, 
and integrity, to serve in provincial council; and also to 
inform the freemen that they might come, for this time, 
in their own persons, to make up a general assembly ac- 
cording to charter. And that the said respective sheriffs 
by their returns, have plainly declared, that tie fewness 
of the people, their inability in estate, and unskilfylness 
in matters of government, will not permit them to serve 
in so large a council and assembly, as by the charter is 
expressed; and therefore do desire, that the members 
now chosen to be their deputies and representatives, 
may serve both for provincial council and general as- 
sembly; that is tosay, three out of cach county for the 
provincial council, and the remaining nine for the gene- 
ral assembly, according to act, as fully and amply as if 
the said provincial council and general assembly had 
eonsisted of the said numbers of members mentioned 











longing, in provincial council and general assembly met, 
that the numbers desired by the inhabitants in their se- 
veral petitions, and expressed to be their desires by the 
sheriffs returns to the proprietary and governor, to serve 
as the provincial council and general assembly, be al- 
lowed and taken, to all intents and purposes, to be the 
provincial council and general assembly of this province: 
and that the quorum shall be proportionably settled, ac- 
cording to the method expressed in the fifth article; 
that is to say, two thirds to make a quorum in extraor- 
dinary cases, and one third in ordinary cases, as is provi- 
ded in the said fifth article: which said provincial coun- 
cil and general assembly, so already chosen, are and 
shall be held and reputed the legal provincial council 
and general assembly of the province and territories 
thereof, for this present year, and that from and after 
the expiration of this present year, the provincial coun- 
cil shall consist of three persons out of each county, as 
aforesaid; and the Assembly shall consist of six persons 
out of each county, which said provincial council and 
general assembly may be hereafter enlarged, as the go- 
vernor and provincial council and assembly shall see 
cause, so as the said number do not, at any time, ex- 
ceed the limitations expressed in the third and sixteenth 
article of the charter, any thing in this act, or any other 
act, charter, or law, to the contrary in any wise notwith- 
standing. 

And because the freemen of this province and terri- 
tories thereof are deeply sensible of the kind and good 
intentions of the proprietary and governor in this charter, 
and of the singular benefit that redounds to them there- 
by, and are desirous that it may in all things best answer 
the desigt of the public good, the freemen of the said 
provincial council and general assembly met, having 
unanimously requested some variations, explanations and 
addition% in and to the said charter, he the proprietary 
and governor, hath therefore yielded that it be enacted. 

And it is hereby enacted, That the time for the 
meeting of the Freemen of this province and territo- 
ries thereof, to choose their delegates to represent and 
serve them in Provincial Council and General Assembly, 
shall be yearly hereafter, on the tenth day of the first 
month, which members so chosen for the provincial 
council, shall make their appearance and give their at- 
tendance, in provincial council, within twenty days after 
their election, and the said members clected to serve in 
general assembly, shall yearly meet and assemble on the 
tenth day of the said third month, to the end and pur- 
poses declared in the charter, and in such place as is 
limited in the said charter, unless the governor and pro- 
yincial council shall, at any time, see cause to the con- 
trary. 

And whereas it is expressed in the said Charter, That 
the governor and provinci2' council shall prepare and 
propose to the gencral assembly all bills which they 
shall think fit to pass into laws, within the said province: 
Be it enacted by the aythority aforesaid, that the gover- 
nor and provincial council shall have the power of pre- 
paring and proposing to the general assembly, ail bills 
that they shall jointly assent to and think fit to have 
passed into laws, in the said province and territories 
thergof, that are not inconsistent with, but according to 
the powers granted by the king’s letters patents to the 
Proprietary and Governor aforesaid: which bills shalt 
be published in the most noted towns and places in the 
said province and territories thereof, twenty days before 


the meeting of the general assembly aforesaid. 


And for the better decision and determination of all 


matters and questions upon elections of representatives 
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and debates in provincial council, and general assembly, 
It is hereby declared and enacted, &c. That all ques- 
tions upon elections of representatives, and debates in 
provincial council and general assembly, in personal 
matters, shall be decided by the ballot; and all questions 
about preparing and enacting laws, shall be deter- 
mined by the vote. 

And that so united an interest may have an united 
term, and style to be expressed by, It is hereby declared 
and enacted, That the general assembly shall be hence- 
forth termed or called The Assembly; and the meeting 
of the governor, provincial council, and assembly, and 
their acts and proceedings, shall be styled and called 
The meetings, sessions, acts or procedings of the General 
Assembly of the Province of Pennsylvania, and the Terri- 
tories thereunto belonging. And that the freemen of this 
Proyince and the Territories thereof may not on their 
part, seem unmindful or ungrateful to their proprietary 
and governor, for the testimony he hath been pleased to 
give of his great good will towards them and theirs, nor 
be wanting of that duty they owe to him and themselves, 
they have prayed leave hereby to declare their most 
hearty acceptance of the said charter, and their humble 
acknowledgments for the same, sclemnly promising, 
ttha they will inviolably observe and keep the same, 
except as is herein excepted, and will neither direct- 
ly nor indirectly contrive, propose, enact, or do any 
thing or things whatsoever, by virtue of the power 
thereby granted unto them, that shall or may redound 
to the prejudice or disadvantage of the proprietary and 
governcr, his heirs and successors, in their just rights, 
properties, and privileges, granted to him and them by 
the king’s letters patents, and deeds of release and 
feoffiment made to him by James, Duke of York and Al- 
bany, &c. and whom thicy desire may be hereby acknow- 
ledged and recognized the true and rightful proprieta- 
ries and governors of the province of Pennsylvania and 
territories annexed according to the king’s letters 
patents and deeds of release and feoflment from James, | 
Duke of York and Albany, unto the said proprietary and | 
governor, his heirs and successors, any thing in this act | 
or any other act, grant, charter, or law, to the contrary 
of these things herein and hereby explained, altered, li- 
mited, promised, declared, and enacted, in any wise, not- 
avithstanding. 
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As they were members of one great Empire, united 
under one head or crown, they tacitly acquiesced in the 
superintending authority of the parliament of Great Bri- 
tian, and admitted a power in it, to make regulations to 
preserve the connexion of the whole entire. Though 
under colour of this, sundry regulations were made that 
bore hard on the colonies; yet, with filial respect and 
regard for Great Britian their mother Country, the co- 
lonies submitted to them. 

It will be sufficient here just to enumerate some of 
the most grievous. 

1. The law against making steel, or erecting steel 
furnaces, though there are not above five or six persons 
in England engaged in that branch of business, who are 
so far from being able to supply what is wanted, that 
great quantities of steel are yearly imported from Ger- 
many. 

2. Against plating and slitting mills and tilt hammers; 
though iron is the produce of our country, and from our 
manner of building, planting, and living, we are under 
a necessity of using vast quantities of nails and plated 
iron, as hoes, stove pipes, plates, &c. all which are load- 
ed with double freight, commissions, &c. 

3. The restraint laid on hatters, and the prohibition 
of exporting hats. 

4- The prohibition of carrying wool or any kind of 
woollen goods manufactured here, from one colony to 
another. A single fleece of wool or a dozen of home- 
made hose carried from one colony to another is not only 
forfeited, but subjects the vessel, if conveyed by water, 
or the waggon and horses, if carried by land, toa sei- 
zure, and the owner to a heavy fine. 

5. Though the Spaniards may cut and carry logwood 
directly to what market they please, yet the Americans 
cannot send to any foreign market, even what the de- 
mand in England cannot take off, without first carrying: 
it to some British port, and there Janding and re-shipping: 
it ata great expense and loss of time. 

6. Obliging us to carry Portugal and Spanish wines, 
fruit, &c. to England, there to unload, pay a heavy duty 
and re-ship it, thus subjecting us to a great expense, 
and our vessels to an unnecessary voyage of 10('0 miles 


| in a dangerous sea. 


7. Imposing a duty on Madeira wines, which, if re- 
shipped to England, are subjected to the payment of the 
full duties there without any drawback for what was paid 


Address read at a numerous Meeting of the Merchants | here. 


in Philadelphia on the 25th of April, 1768. 
Written by Mr. Dickinson, Author of the Farmer’s Letters. 


Gentlemen, Friends, and Fellow Citizens, 
You are called together to give your Advice and 


8. The emptying their jails upon us and making the 
colonies a receptacle for their rogues and villains; an 


insult and indignity not to be thought of, much less 


borne without indignation and resentment. 
Not to mention the restrictions attempted in the fish- 


Opinion, what answer shall be returned to our Breth- | eries, the duties laid on foreign sugar, molasses, &c. I 


ren of Boston and New-York, who desire to know, whe- | will just mention the necessity they have laid us under 


ther we will unite with them, in stopping the Importa- | of supplying ourselves wholly from Great Britain with 
tion of Goods from Great Britain; until certain Acts of | European and East India goods, at an advance of 20, 


Parliament are repealed, which are thought to be inju- | and as to some articles even of 40 per cent. higher than 


rious to our Rights, as Freemen and British Subjects. 
Before you come to any Resolution, it may be neces- 
sary to explain the Matter more fully. 


we might be supplied with them from other places. 
But as if all these were not enough, a party has lately 
arisen in England, who, under colour of the superin- 


When our forefathers came into this country, they | tending authority of parliament, are labouring to erect 
considered themselves as freemen, and that their com- | a new sovereignty over the colonies, with power incon- 
ing and settling these colonies did not divest them of | sistent with liberty or freedom. 


any of the rights inherent in freemen; that, therefore, 


The first exertion of this power was displayed in the 


what they possessed, and what they or their posterity | odious stamp act. As the authors and promoters of this 
should acquire, was and would be so much their own, | act were sensible of the opposition it must necessarily 


that no power on earth could lawfully, or of right, de- 
prive them of it without their consent. The govern- 
ments, which they, with the consent of the crown, es- 
tablished in the respective colonies, they considered as 
political governments, ‘“‘where (as Mr. Locke express- 
es it) Men have property in their own dispesal.”” And 
therefore (according to the conclusion drawn by the 
same author in another place) “No taxes ought or could | 
be raised on their property without their consent given | 
nn or their deputies,” or chosen represen- | 
ves. 


meet with, from men, who had the least spark of liber- 
ty remaining, they accompanied it with a bill still more 
odious, wherein they attempted to empower officers to. 
quarter soldiers in private houses, with a view, no doubt,, 
to dragoon us into a compliance with the former act. 

By the interposition of the American agents, and of’ 
the London merchants who traded to the colonies, this 
clause was dropt, but the act was carried, wherein the 
assemblies of the respective colonies were ordered, at 
the expense of the several provinces, to furnish the 
troops with a number of articles, some of them never 
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allowed in Britain. Besides, a power is therein granted 


to every officer, upon obtaining a warrant from any jus- 
tice, (which warrant*the justice is thereby empowered 
and ordered to grant, without any previous oath) to 
break into any house by day or by night, under pretence 
(these are the words of the act) of searching for de- 
serters. 

By the spirited opposition of the colonies, the first 
act was repealed; but the latter continued, which, in its 
spirit, differs nothing from the other. For thereby the 
liberty of the colonies is invaded, and their property 
disposed of without their consent, no Jess than by the 
stamp act. It was rather the more dangerous of the 
two, as the appearance of the constitution was preserv- 
ed while the spirit of it was destroyed, and thus a ty- 








| submit to the tyranny of the nobles. And even in the 
midst of war, the parliament of England has denied to 
grant supplies, until their grievances were redressed; 
well knowing that no present loss, suffering or inconve- 
nience, could equal that of tyranny or the loss of pub- 
lic liberty. To cite ‘an example, which our.own coun- 
try furnishes; you all remember that in the height of 
the late terrible Indian war, our assembly and that of 
Maryland chose rather to let the country suffer great in- 
convenience, than immediately grant supplies on terms 
injurious to the public privilege and to justice. 

As then we cannot enjoy liberty without property, 
both in our lives and estates; as we can have no proper- 
ty in that which another may of right take and dispose 
of as he pleases, without our consent; and as the late 








ranny introduced under the forms of liberty. The as- | acts of parliament assert this right to be in them, we 
semblies were not at liberty to refuse their assent, but | cannot enjoy freedom until this claim is given up, and 
were to be forced to a literal compliance with the act. | until acts. made in consequence of it be repealed.— 
Thus, because the assembly of New York hesitated to | For, so long as these acts continue, and the claim is kept 
comply, their legislative power was immediately sus-| up, our property is at their disposal, and our lives at 





pended by another act of parliament. 
That the repeal of the stamp act might not invalidate 


their mercy. 
To conclude, as liberty is the great and only security 


the clainis of sovereignty now set up, an act was passed, | of property; as the security of property is the chief 


asserting the power of parliament to bind us with their 
Jaws in every respect whatever. And to ascertain the 
extent of this power, in the very next session they pro- 
ceeded to a direct taxation; and in the very words in 
which they dispose of their own property, they gave 
and granted that of the colonists, imposing duties on 
paper, glass, &c. imported into America, to be paid by 
the colonists for the purpose of raising a revenue. 

This revenue, when raised, they ordered to be dispo- 
sed of in such a manner as to render our assemblies or 
legislative bodies altogether useless, and to make go- 
vernors, and judges, who hold their commissions during 
pleasure, and the whole executive powers of govern- 
ment, nay, the defence of the country, independent of 
the people, as has been fully explained in the Farmer’s 
Letters. 

Thus with a consistency of conduct having divested 
us of property, they are proceeding to erect over usa 
despotic government, and to rule us as slaves. For “a | 
despotical power, says Mr. Locke, is over such as have | 
no property at all.” If, indeed, to be subject in our lives 
and property to the arbitrary will of others, whom we 
have never chosen, nor ever entrusted with such a pow- | 
er, be not slavery, I wish any person would tell me what 
slavery is. 

Such then being the state of the case, you are now, | 
my fellow citizens, to deliberate, not, whether you will | 
tamely submit tc this system of government. That I | 
am sure your love of freedom and regard for yourselves | 
and-your posterity, will never suffer you to think of; but 
by what means you may defend your rights and liberties, 
and obtain a repeal of these acts. 

In England, when the prerogative has been strained | 
too high, or the people oppressed by the executive pow- 
er, the parliament, who are the guardians, and protect- 
ors of the people’s liberties, always petition for redress 
of grievances, and enforce their petitions, by withhold- 
ing supplies until they are granted. : 

Our assembly, I am told, has applied for relief from 
these Acts of Parliament. But having nothing left to 
give, they could not enforce their application by with- 
holding any thing. 

It is, however, in our power, in a peaceable and con- 
stitutional way, to add weights to the remonstrance and 
petition of our representatives, by stopping the impor- 
tation of goods from Britain, until we obtain relief and 
redress by a repeal of these unconstitutional acts. 

But this, it may be said, is subjecting ourselves to 
present loss and inconvenience. : 

I would beg leave to ask, whether any people in any 
age or country ever defended and preserved their liber- 
ty from the encroachments of power, without suffering 
present inconveniences. The Roman people suffered 
themselves to be defeated by their enemies, rather than 


’ 


| spur toindustry, (it being vain to acquire what we have 


not a prospect to enjoy;) and as the stopping the impor- 


| tation of goods is the only probable means of preserv+ 


| 


ing to us and our posterity this liberty and security, I 
hope, my brethren, there is nota man ‘among us, who 
will not cheerfully join in the measure proposed, and, 
with our brethren of Boston and New York, freely fore- 
goapresent advantage, nay, even submit to a present 
inconvenience for the sake of liberty, on which our hap- 
piness, lives, and properties depend. Let us never for- 
get that our strength depends on our union, and our li- 
berty on our strength. 

“United we conquer—Divided we die.” 
[.4m. Gazette. 
REVOLT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 


The following documents are copied from the origi- 
nals, among du Simitiere’s MSS. in the Philadelphia Li- 
brary. They are interesting as exhibiting many circum- 
stances not contained in the account we lately publish- 
ed, and as showing the reasons and extent of the defec- 


tion, and the progressive steps which were taken by the 
state officers, under their difficult and delicate situation, 
to restore order among the sold:ers. 


Copy of General Wayne's propositions the day after the 


meeting. 
** Mount Kemble, 2d January, 1781. 


‘* Agreeable to the proposition of a very great pro- 
portion of the worthy soldiery last evening, General 
Wayne hereby desires the non-commissioned officers 
and privates, to appoint one man from each regiment, to 
represent their grievances to the General—who on the 
sacred honour of a gentleman and a soldier, does hereby 
solemnly promise, to exert every power to obtain an 
immediate redress of those grievances: And he further 
plights that honour, that no man shall receive the least 
injury, on account of the part they have taken on the 
occasion. And that the persons of those who may be 
appointed to settle the affair, shall be held sacred and 
inviolate. 

The General hopes soon to return to camp with all his 
brother soldiers, who took a little tour last evening. 

(Signed) ANTHONY WAYNE, Brig. Gen. 

A Copy—W. Srewanr, Col. 


In pursuance of the within order, a sergeant from each 
regiment met General Wayne, Colonels Butler and 
Stewart, and mentioned the following grievances, viz. 

1. Many men continued in the service, after the ex- 
piration of the enlistments. 

2. The arrearages of pay, and the depreciation not 
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yet made up. And the soldiers suffering every priva- short period as the nature of the case admits; to be paid 
tion for want of money and clothing. in hard cash, or an equivalent in continental money of 

3. That it is very hurtful to the feelings of the soldiery these states, and be immediately furnished with com- 
to be prevented from disposing of their depreciation cer- fortable warm clothing, they returning to their duty as 
tificates as they please, without consulting any person worthy, faithful soldiers. hese propositions are found- 
on the occasion. ed in principles of Justice and honour, between the Unit- 

It is agreed on the part of the General and Colonels; | ed States and the soldiery, which is all that reasonable 
that one disinterested sergeant or private from cach re-| men can expect, or that a General can promise consist- 
iment shall, with the commanding officer of the corps, | ent with his station and duty, and the mutual benefit of 
when an enlistment is disputed, determine on the case. | their country, and the line which he has had so long 

A sergeant from each regiment to be appointed to | the honour of commanding. If the soldiers are deter- 
carry an address to Congress, backed by the General | mined not to let reason and justice govern on this oeca- 

and Field Officers. This was followed by the proposals | sion, he has only to lament the total and unfortunate si- 
from the sergeants to General Wayne, which with his | tuation to which they will reduce themselves and their 
answer is gone already forward. country. (Signed) _ANT’Y. WAYNE, 
Propositions January 4, 1781, delivered to Gen. Wayne. Commanding Pennsylvania Line- 
Proposals from the Committee of Serjeants, now repre-| Princeton, Janucry 4, ’81. 

senting the Pennsylvania Line Artillery, &c. Rec'd. at 

Maidenhead, January 6,1781, by me. 

Article 1. 

That all and such men as were enlisted in the year 
‘76 or °77, and received the bounty of 20 dollars, shall 
be without any delay discharged; and all arrears of pay, 
and depreciation of pay, be paid to the said men, with- 
out any fraud, clothing included. 

Article 2. 

Such men as were enlisted since the year ’77, and re- 
ceived the 120 dollars bounty, or any more additions, 
shall be entitled to their discharge at the expiration of 
three years from the said enlistment, and their full de- 
preciation of pay, and all arrears of clothing. 

Article 3. 

That all such men as belong to the different regiments 
as are enlisted of late for the war, that they receive the re- 
mainder part of their bounty and pay, and all arrears of 
clothing. ‘That they shall return to their respective 
corps, and do their duty as formerly, and no aspersion 
be cast, and no grievances to be repeated to the said 
men. 


General Wayne then received the following note: 


Sir—We would be glad you would inform us who 
these men are that you mean, that are entitled to their 
discharges. As we jointly think that you dont deem the 
men enlisted with the bounty of twenty dollars to be 
entitled to their discharges; therefore sir, be punctual 
what you say, and do as we reasonably think our due. 

(Signed Committee.) WM. BEARNELL)? Serj’t. 

To which General Wayne returned the following an- 
swer. 


Princeton, January 4, 1781. 


The question asked me by the Committee of Ser- 
geants is one of such important consequence, and on 
which so great a variety of opinions are given, and your 
not choosing to leave it to the decision of a committee of 
yourselves and the colonel of the regiment, where any 
dispute might arise, (agreeably to the propositions of yes- 
terday, ) [ cannot think myself fully empowered to decide 
upon the occasion, but will immediately send off an ex- 
press to the Governor and Council of the state of Penn- 
sylvania, and desire a committee of that body to meet 
the line at Trenton or elsewhere, who with myself and 
Colonels Butler and Stewart, will give you a full and 
explicit answer. 


Article 4. 

Those soldiers that are enlisted and receive their dis- 
charge and all arrearages of pay and clothing, shall not 
be compelled to stay by any former officers commandin ; - 
any longer time than shat is agreeable to their aon ‘ aoe Wayne afterwards received the undermen 
pleasure and disposition—of those that do remain for a | = meee. k ‘nciple ofh , 
small term as volunteers, that they shall be at their own | .. ir—As we ae are upon a principle of honour, yee 
disposal and pleasure. | tice, and wright, we are now so well situated to receive 

Article 5. | any gentlemen of rank at this post, as if we were to 

As we now depend and rely upon you, Gen. Wayne, | march any further, and therefore I would not have you 
for to represent and repeat our grievances, we do agree | oat = ont settle these matters by x ae a for- 
in conjunction from this date, January 4, in six days for | oh a —— a4 oa as we are; therefore should be 
to complete and settle every such demand as the above 886 You would be explicit in your expresses or other- 


Seadeittadenmniien. | ways we must take some measures that will procure 
Article 6 _ our own happiness. 
That the whole line are actually agreed and deter-| To the above note General Wayne, Colonels Butler 
mined to support these above articles in every particu- | 2nd Stewart, would not reply. 
lar. | | Coptes—W. Stewant, Col. 


[Signed in conjunction.) | ae 

General Wayne having maturely considered the fore- | Princeton, 4th Jan. 1781. 
going proposals and articles presented to him by the} Dear Sir:—The unhappy defection of our line you 
serjeants in behalf of themselves, the artillery and prif| must have been made acquainted with by General Pot- 
yates of the Pennsylvania line, thinks proper to return; ter and Colonel Johnston. Colonel Charles Stewart 
the following answer. | will present you with some propositions on the part of 

That all such non-commissioned officers and soldiers | the troops together with our answer. He will also be 
as are justly entitled to their discharges shall be imme- | able to give you an idea of our situation and their tem- 
diately settled with, their accounts properly adjusted, | per. 
and certificates for their pay and arrearages of pay and| _ Enclosed are copies of a very serious question and our 
clothing given them agreeable to the resolution of Con-| reply. You will, therefore, please to appoint one or 
gress, and the late act of the Honourable Assembly of | more of the council to meet us at this place with all pos- 
Pennsylvania, for making up the depreciation, and be | sible despatch, and with full powers to them and us to 
discharged the service of the United States. That all| treat on this subject and inform us what prospects you 
such non-commissioned officers and privates belonging | have of furnishing an immediate supply of clothing and 
to the respective regiments, artillery or infantry, as are | cash which will be indispensably necessary to ensure 
not entitled to their discharge, shall be also settled | success. 
with, and certificates given them for their pay, depre- We shall not attempt to express our feclings on this 
ciation, and clothing, in like manner as those before | unfortunate occasion. Yourown will be the best crite- 
mentioned, which certificates are to be redeemable at a| rion to judge them by. We have yet some glimmering 
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of hope from the enclosed copy of a letter giving in- 'them, but were not permitted. An express is this mo- 
telligence of the enemy’s intended manauvres, as the ment arrived, that they have refused General Wayne’s 
troops assured us they will act with desperation against | terms, and propose to march to-morrow. 
them. Whether this be their sentiments or not, a few! His Excellency Joseph Reed, Esq. 
hours will probably cetermine. Be that as it may, and | President of the state of Pennsvlvania. 
should the worst events take place, we trust that we | : 
shall produce a conviction to the world that we deserved | 
a better fate. 
We have the honor to be with sincere esteem your |. 
et ae ; ae : _ing—as they brought me only a verbal message, Mr. Do- 
Excellency’s most obedient emits servants, | aah will be able to give it you with ae exactness 
ANTH’Y. WAYNE, | than I can at second hand. They left Princeton at 4 
RICHARD BUTLER, | o’clock this afternoon; the mutineers seem undetermin- 
WALTER STEWART. ed, and I hope are beginning to divide, as their board 
- of officers or serjeants is large, and of course there will 
bea variety of sentiment. They behave well to the peo- 
ple of the country, and hitherto have committed no ex- 
cesses. ‘They permitted General St. Clair and the Mar- 





Bristol, January 5, 1781. 
Dear Sir—I was met here by the light horse return- 


Princeton, Jan. 4, 1781. 


Dear Sir:—1 joined Gen. Wayne this day in order to 
Rive any assistance that may be in my power, as the ene- 


my will in all probability come out, if the line act as 
they say they will, I shall then be of some service.— 
Should your Excellency think it would be my duty to 
join my regiment or stay to see the end of this affair, 
pray let me know by the bearer. 
I have the honor to be, 
Dear Sir, your ob’t. servant, 


STEPHEN MOYLAN. 
His Excellency, the 


| quis to come among them, but afterwards ordered them 
to leave the place ata short warning. They say they 
will march against the enemy under the command of 
Genl. Wayne, Cols. Butler and Stewart, but will not 
have their other officers; this is a bad symptom. Imet 
a serjeant and one or two others on the road, who gave 
out that they are going to town to prevent the bad re- 
port of their abusing people, &c. Col. Nicola should 
be directed to have an eye on these fellows as they come 
into town, least they infest the invalids, and spread bad 


President of the State. 


I think my presence at Lancaster may well be dis- 
pensed with, 


reports among the militia, but by no means to use them 
ill, least it have a bad effect on their fellows in Jersey. 
If the enemy advance, I shall endeavour to draw them 
this way, rather chusing to take the chance of any bad 
consequences here than going to the enemy. If they 
take their officers back generally, I shall think they 
mean fairly. If they do not, I do not think their profes- 
officers, arrived at this place about three o’clock. The | sions ought to be regarded. I send inclosed a letter from 
mutineers, consisting nearly of the whole Pennsylvania | Mr. Stewart. I think it will be best to send provisions 
line and the regiment of artillery, are at Princeton, | 0n, but not to unlade it out of the shallop without or- 
where they arrived last night, and this day has been | ders. In the mean time, let the clothing be forwarded, 
spent in negotiation betwixt them and Gen. Wayne, | and the money prepared. Atall events 1 fear we must 
Col. Richard Butler, and Col. Stewart, and I have the | make some douceurs in some way or another.—I write 
honour to enclose you a copy of the terms propgsed by | this in a hurry, and shall write again to-morrow from 
them, with Gen. Wayne’s answer. These are the only | Trenton—they altered their plans this morning—The 
bfficers they allow to have any communication with | sergeants use every effort to keep at Princeton by way 
them, or to pass within their posts; which are, Iam told, | Of keeping together. 
well chosen, and the guards very regularly mounted, | I am, in haste, dear sir, 
and a committee of serjeants manages their business. | Your obedient, humble servant, 
You will see how extravagant their proposals are, and JOS. REED. 
Gen. Wayne has gone as faras he well could do in com- | 
pliance with them. ‘They have as yet done very little | 
injury to the inhabitants, and profess that they do not | 
mean any, but they begin to talk of their neighborhood | 
to New York, which makes it justly feared that there | Sir—I wrote you by express last night, it was likely 
are amongst them some emissaries of theenemy. This | when I left Princeton yesterday, that the troops of the 
circumstance induces Governor Livingston to think | Pennsylvania Line would be here to-day—this afternoon 
that it would be prudent in case they persist, to suffer | am told they will not come from Princeton before their 
them to pass the Delaware, as it then would be out of | business be settled—Am told General St. Clair and the 
their power to go to the enemy, and if force should be | Marquis are rode towards Brunswick on hearing the 
necessary, a part of the militia of this state might be | British are landed at Elizabeth-I fear this is true, yet 
thrown over to co-operate with those of Pennsylvania | ani not certain—Mr. Donaldson tan tell you perhaps 
in their reduction. No definitive resolution is however | more of it. At this rate we shall soon want beef; your 
taken upon that head, but it is necessary your excellency | militia, and those of Jersey must be fed, and so must 
should be apprized that it is in contemplation, that the | those tumultuous troops. I beg if in your power you 
proper measures may be concerted in case of necessi- | would order on some cattle. 
ty: 5 } | Iam your most obedient seryant, 

We propose to go to Maidenhead to night, to be able CHAS. STEWART. 
to get to them early to morrow before they have oppor- F R 
tunity to intoxicate themselves, and your excellency shall | His Excellency Governor Reed, Philada. 
have thie earliest notice of what may happen or of any | ——————————-—- ———-—- > > Seas 
thing that may occur to night that comes to our know- | Printed every Saturday morning by William F. Ged- 
ledge. des, No. 59 Locust street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
the Editor’s residence, No. 51 Filbert street, subscrip- 


Trenton, Jan. 4, 1781, 5 o’clock. 


Sir:—The Marquis and myself with several other 


[Direction lost.] 


Trenton, Friday afternoon, January 5, 1781. 


i o 











I have the honour to be, 





Sir, your most obedient, 
Humble servant, 
AR. ST. CLAIR. 





tions will be thankfully received. Price five dollars per 
annum—payable in six months after the commencement 
of publication——and annually, thereafter, by subscribers 


The Chief Justice of this state, and some members of | resident in or near the city-—or where there is an agent. 
the Legislature, went up to-day to expostulate with | Other subseribers pay in advatice. 


